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Introduction 

In January 2013 funding was made available through Scottish Borders LEADER programme, Lottery - Investing in 

Ideas, Buccleuch Estates and the Southern Uplands Partnership to undertake a development project within the 

Ettrick and Yarrow valleys.  

The ten month (March to December 2013) project was a natural progression from the Revitalising the Ettrick and 

Yarrow Valleys Project (AKA the Valleys Project) which ran from April 2011 to March 2013. The valleys project had a 

number of outputs, one of which was the production of a community development plan. The valleys project had also 

started work on the formation of a community development company and by project end had a list of 24 members. 

The development project would assist the community through the process of company registration and help them to 

become self-directing by project end in December 2013. 

The ambitious Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project aimed to take the following seven mini projects through 

feasibility in order that the Ettrick and Yarrow Community Development Company would have costs, detailed 

drawings and bills of quantity to allow the company to write a business plan and move forward to the next phase. 

The 7 Mini Projects  

Micro Hydro Electric Scheme on Forestry Commission lands within Ettrick 

Road to link Potburn to the A708  

Bowhill Off Road Cycle Route 

Minchmoor to Yarrowford Cycle Route 

Signage and Marketing  

James Hogg Creative Residency 

Circular Walk around St Mary’s Loch 

Towards project end it became apparent that it would be difficult to find funding for the individual cycle routes as 

outlined. Furthermore, the company commissioned to undertake the interpretation work were unable to provide the 

graphic design element required. We therefore had to write and advertise two further tenders in addition to the 

original seven. 

Excess funds from each mini project were used to commission a feasibility study to look at linking the Bowhill route 

to the core paths network. Details of this Bowhill Links study are included with the Bowhill and Minchmoor studies in 

section 2.3 

Funds from the Interpretation budget were used to tender the graphic design work which is included in section 2.2 

 

Section 1: Project Aims, Budgets and Methodology 

This report has been structured to provide evidence of project completion to our main funder, the Scottish Borders 

LEADER programme who provided 75% of overall costs.   However, the project would not have been possible without 

match funding for the feasibility studies from Investing in Ideas (Lottery) and continued support from Buccleuch 

Estates and the Southern Uplands Partnership. 
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1.1 Development Project Aims  

The Ettrick and Yarrow Community Development Plan had identified a number of innovative projects for which there 

was strong local support. These ideas were worked up into an application to a range of funders. The following aims 

have been copied from section 12 of the funding application to the Scottish Borders LEADER Programme. Project 

success is gauged against the outcomes as listed below.  

 

1.1.1 Scope, cost and establish permissions for Minchmoor to Yarrowford Cycle Trail 

1.1.2 Scope, cost and establish permissions for Yarrow Off Road part of Bowhill Cycle Loop 

1.1.3 Commission a pre feasibility study to look at the potential of generating hydro electric power. Take 

this to the next stage required before the National Forest Land Scheme deadline of 30.9.13 

1.1.4 Scope, plan, advertise and manage a pilot creative residency based on James Hogg. Promote the 

results of this and access case for development. Time sheets will be used during residency for time 

spent running workshops/promoting Ettrick as inspiration for historical writers and artists as well as 

future ones 

1.1.5 Scope, cost and work with landowners to establish circular off-road walking route around St Mary’s 

Loch and produce a  signage plan 

1.1.6 Scope and cost a marketing plan, signage plan, design an interpretation, continue work on website 

development and prepare a funding bid to Visit Scotland 

1.1.7 Commission a feasibility study for a toll link road from the head of the Ettrick valley down to the 

A708 to provide a link to Moffat 

 

1.1.8 As part of the LEADER targets the following groups were identified for the project to engage with: 
 

 
 

Group  How many 

Male age under 25 5 

Male age 25 and over 15 

Female age under 25 5 

Female age 25 and over 15 

Under employed 10 

Unemployed 5 

Micro businesses 10 

Community groups 2 

 
1.1.10 Recommendations 

Business plan and marketing plan 

 1.1.11 Conditions 

The project is advised to seek tourism advice regarding market testing, market aims and identifying the 

community USP’s. 
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The project should consult with SBC roads departments and Forestry Commission civil engineering 

department before committing the £6500 to a feasibility study. This is to ensure that the study is worthwhile. 

The project is advised to keep an ongoing dialogue with Visit Scotland regarding tourism advice and is to 
report back on discussions with Forestry Commission and SBC before beginning the feasibility study for the 
road link. 
 
 
 
1.2 Budgets 

Budgets for each mini project are listed below. Each mini project required a certain number of volunteer hours as 

part of the overall budget.  

Micro Hydro Electric Scheme £7700 of which £500 should come from volunteer time 

Road to link Potburn to the A708 £6500 of which £500 should come from volunteer time 

Bowhill Off Road Cycle Route £2100 of which £175 should come from volunteer time 

Minchmoor to Yarrow ford Cycle Route£3000 of which £175 should come from volunteer time 

Signage and Marketing (including Graphic Design) £6500 of which £500 should come from volunteer time 

Creative Residency £3500 of which £500 should come from volunteer time 

Circular Walk around St Mary’s Loch £4500 of which £500 should come from volunteer time 

Mop up funds from the above list of £2500 were used to secure feasibility for the Bowhill Links 

 

1.3 Methodology 

Each mini project needed to be put out to tender. This required writing detailed tender briefs and circulating them to 

a range of specialist companies and advertising them within the public domain. Bids received were then evaluated by 

a panel of community volunteers and industry experts to ensure best value and quality of work. Once commissioned, 

each company liaised with the project and a range of community volunteers to meet the expected outcomes. 

Consultation and consent from landowners and the wider community were sought as required. Detailed reports 

were produced for each topic and are summarised within this document with recommendations for next steps. Full 

reports can be found in section 7 

 

Section 2: Feasibility Studies  

In this section each feasibility study will be summarised. 

 

2.1 Pilot Creative Residency 

Budget £3,500 including volunteer time of £500 

Actual spend including volunteer time £2696 

Report received 17th September 2013 
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Background 

The valleys have a strong association with writers, artists and creative people. The sometimes remote, visually 

stunning landscape inspired the writings of James Hogg, was a regular haunt of Sir Walter Scott and William 

Wordsworth and home to the painter William Johnston. In the Ettrick and Yarrow household survey which fed into 

the 2012 Ettrick and Yarrow Development Plan, 27 artists and crafters where identified as living and working in the 

valleys.  

The pilot project brief was to develop the valleys as a creative place to live/work and to explore the idea of a future 

permanent residency. This would be done through the efforts of a creative resident over a six week period in August 

and September. The post was to include a creative writing day and appearance at the YES Arts Festival (Yarrow, 

Ettrick and Selkirk Festival).  

The 6 week post was advertised on Creative Scotland, CABN, Scottish Book Trust, Northing and SUP websites. The 

post was picked up and circulated by interested parties and became viral on Twitter, Facebook and was the subject 

of news reports on Radio Scotland. 28 writers from all over Scotland applied for the post and 5 were selected for 

interview. Rab Wilson was deemed the best candidate by the panel of judges and began work in August as the first 

James Hogg Creative Resident.  

Accommodation was kindly donated by the Oliver family of Over Kirkhope for the entire residency period.  Their 

spacious, modern holiday cottage accommodation at the top of Ettrick valley provided a peaceful space for Rab to 

work in. 

Brief overview of residency 

Over the six week period Rab amassed over 180 hours, some of which were spent manning the newly opened James 

Hogg Exhibition at Ettrick School. Rab’s role in the valleys was to use the landscape and people as inspiration for new 

work, promote the area as a creative place to be and engage with the YES Festival. 

Throughout his time in the valleys, Rab attended folk music nights at the Gordon Arms Hotel where he recited poems 

and sang.  He read exerts of his poems at the Ettrick Flower Show and at a press party for the Edinburgh 

International Book Festival. He visited Abbotsford House to discuss future collaborations and worked with Liz 

Lochhead on a poetry master class. Rab judged the children’s poetry competition at the Ettrick and Yarrow Show 

gave a recital at the Peebles Arts Festival and was keynote speaker at the Heart of Hawick Poets Day. He became 

heavily involved with the YES Festival and made several appearances throughout their programme of events. 

Over the six week residency, Rab engaged with over 400 members of the public and publicised the project 

throughout the Borders and Edinburgh. Some of his work from the valleys has been published in the Eildon Tree and 

in November he returned to recite his Ettrick poems to 69 guests at the James Hogg Supper held in the Boston Hall. 

In September the project organised a Creative Writing Day at the Boston Hall. The creative day was hosted by Rab 

Wilson and Stewart Sanderson, a PhD student with a formidable knowledge of James Hogg’s writing.  Ten 

participants came from as far as Edinburgh and Dumfries, to attend the course. Compiling figures from the feedback 

forms, 70% expressed an interest in another course, 50% felt that they had improved their skills and 100% enjoyed 

the day. Of those attending, there was wide agreement that the course would be better over two days to give 

everyone a chance to immerse themselves in the creative process. A two day course with local accommodation, 

meals and tuition would cost in the region of £215 per person - maximum capacity 12 places. 

Approximate cost for a future six week residency including accommodation costs (B&B or similar): £4,600 plus VAT 

where applicable. 
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Publicity for this part of the project appeared in the Southern Reporter, Artwork Magazine, The Eildon Tree, BBC 

Radio Scotland and ITV Borders. Rab Wilson’s full report along with his poems from the residency can be found in 

section 7.1 

 

2.2 Signage and Marketing 

Budget £6,500 including volunteer time of £500 

Interpretation and Signage £4,600 

Graphic Design £1320 

Actual spend including volunteer hours £6,420 

This project is divided into four separate sections as follows: 

2.2.1 Interpretation - Report received 26th September, Graphic design finalised 18th December. 

2.2.2 Signs 

2.2.3 Marketing 

2.2.4 Website  

Background 

As part of the valleys project, a signage report was collated by a volunteer outlining the lack of interpretation 

available to visitors along with the need for better placed directional and gateway signage. The valleys project also 

highlighted the need to help the newly formed tourism group to gain access to funding sources so that they could 

further their aim of increasing tourism numbers within the area.  

The interpretation and signage part of the project went out to tender to 12 specialist companies and was circulated 

through Business Gateway and Scottish Enterprise. Two tenders were received by the deadline date.  The contract 

went to Scotland Tourism Solutions. The company couldn’t undertake the graphic design work so this was sent out as 

a further tender. 

Graphic Design Budget: £1400. Sent to 14 specialist companies in September and advertised on SUP website. Brand 

Satellite won the contract and began work in October. 

Work to assist the tourism group with the website and marketing has been completed during development project 

time by the project officer. 

Brief overview of each section 

2.2.1 Interpretation: Scotland Tourism Solutions (STS) began work in the valleys in August visiting a range of sites and 

local businesses in order to gain inspiration for seven interpretation boards, a flier, downloadable guide and a short 

report on signage. STS met with the Ettrick and Yarrow Tourism Group and members of the Ettrick and Yarrow 

Community Development Company in August to discuss their work on the interpretation. The text for the guide, 

boards and flier would then be worked up into a range of marketing materials by Brand Satellite. SBC kindly 

commissioned some local area maps for the project which were made by David Langworth. The finished boards, flier 

and downloadable guide designs, along with the short report can be found in section 7.2 

2.2.2 Signs: As outlined in the Ettrick and Yarrow Community Development Plan 2012 there is a need for six 

gateway/”welcome to” signs on all routes to the valleys so that visitors know they are in a defined area. Locations for 

the signs as follows: A708 from Moffat, B709 from Innerleithen, B711 from Hawick, B7009 as you leave Selkirk, A708 
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as you leave Selkirk, B709 Langholm. STS suggest a further two signs on the Megget Reservoir road and the Ashkirk 

road. In their report STS also highlight the need for cross valley signs as in some cases Ettrick is signposted from 

Yarrow but reciprocal signage is not in place. Their report also highlights the need for better interpretation of historic 

sites and places of interest.  

Signage costs:  Totals include installation on site and VAT at the current rate.  

7 Interpretation Panels £6245.82, 8 Gateway Signs £7556.64 

Scotland Tourism Solutions report can be found in section 7.2 along with an itemised quote for the signage. 

2.2.3 Marketing: As the Visit Scotland Growth Fund is currently closed, a marketing proposal has been compiled (see 

7.2) to assist the Ettrick and Yarrow Tourism Group with future funding applications and business planning. The 

Growth Fund is expected to open again soon and the information from the proposal can be transferred if the tourism 

group decides to make an application. The marketing proposal covers a three year period from 2014 -2017. 

2.2.4 Web Site Development: As part of the valleys project, Scottish Borders Council, Buccleuch Estates and Shake 

Interactive assisted the Ettrick and Yarrow Tourism Group with funding to build a website for the valleys. The Ettrick 

and Yarrow Development Project have worked closely with the tourism group throughout the last 10 months to 

support this aim. The website is currently under construction and is expected to launch in February 2014. 

 

2.3 Bowhill Off Road Cycle Route, Minchmoor to Yarrowford Cycle Route and Bowhill Links (3  

Feasibility studies) 

Budget £7,625 

Actual spend including volunteer hours £7,350 

2.3.1 Bowhill Off Road 

Feasibility Final Report received 29th November 2013 

2.3.2 Minchmoor to Yarrowford  

Feasibility Final Report received 29th November 2013 

2.3.3 Bowhill links 

Feasibility Final Report received 4th December 2013 

Background 

The Bowhill off Road and Michmoor to Yarrowford routes went out on the same tender document in April 2013. The 

tender was openly advertised on the Cycle Scottish Borders and SUP websites and circulated through Business 

Gateway and Scottish Enterprise networks. A copy was sent to SBC Ranger services to forward to appropriate 

companies. In addition, it was emailed direct to 26 companies specialising in trail building. Four companies 

responded with detailed tender documents and a social enterprise from Glasgow, TP&E, won the contract and began 

work in early June.  

In September the Bowhill links route was devised in the hope of approaching SUSTRANS for funding at a later stage. 

A change request was sent to the Scottish Borders LEADER DMG and by October the group had approved the change. 

This too was sent out to tender to 26 companies and received one reply. TP&E were commissioned to undertake the 

work and began the study in October 2013. 

 

Brief overview of each route 
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It is hoped that the proposed routes will allow the valleys to expand on the number of visitors cycling and walking in 

the area by linking existing tracks. Combining the three routes as outlined would permit cyclists and walkers to travel 

from Selkirk to Innerleithen off road through spectacular scenery and a wide range of habitats whilst taking in a 

variety of heritage sites.  

 

2.3.1 Bowhill Off Road Shared Use Route 

This route links to the Minchmoor track by using a short section of the A708 from Yarrowford to the road 

bridge over the Yarrow Water. The planned route enters Bowhill Estate at the bridge and follows the Yarrow 

Water east along existing paths, tracks and roads to Yarrow Village. The 9.8km route links to a network of 

existing paths through Bowhill Estate, some of which terminate in Ettrick valley. 

TP&E suggest a 4 phase approach for the development of this route as outlined in their feasibility study – see 

7.3.3 Total cost for this route £239,175.40 plus VAT or approx £478,000 pus VAT for a bound surface 

As there is a Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 section 6 (1) (f) in place, Bowhill Estates charge visitors a small 

entry fee for use of the grounds. 

2.3.2 Minchmoor to Yarrowford Shared Use Route 

The proposed route stretches from Yarrowford to Plora Rig (9.5km) following the line of the Minchmoor 

Drove Road linking Yarrowford to Traquair which is part of the 7 Stanes Mountain Bike Trail. The route would 

exit at the top of the planned MTB uplift from Innerleithen to Plora Rig. Linking these tracks would allow us 

to attract more cyclists down into the valleys. 

TP&E suggest a 4 phase approach to the development of the route as outlined in their feasibility study - see 

7.3.4 Total cost for this route £198,012.33 plus VAT 

2.3.3 Bowhill Links Shared Use Route  

The proposed route links to the Bowhill Off Road route at Witchie Knowe, following paths and tracks 

adjacent to Kirkhope Tower by Ettrickbridge. The route joins the core path network at Brockhill Wood. At 

Bowhill Walled Garden the route joins promoted paths before connecting to the Border Abbeys Way at 

Hartwoodburn. The preferred 18km route would terminate at the Haining access road in Selkirk.  

TP&E suggest a 4 phase approach for the development of this route as outlined in their feasibility study – see 

7.3.5 Total cost for this route £249,745 plus VAT or approximately £499,000 plus VAT for a bound surface. 

 

All landowners and interested parties have been consulted on each route and Scottish Borders Council kindly helped 

with mapping and CAD drawings. 

 

2.2 Circular Walk around St Mary’s Loch 

Budget £4,500 

Actual spend including volunteer time £ 4,275 

Feasibility Final Report received 2nd December 2013  

  

Background 

St Mary’s Loch is a stunning area of the Borders. Adjacent to the loch is a cafe, hotel, sailing and fishing club. A short 

distance from the loch is the popular Grey Mare’s Tail Nature Reserve. The Southern Uplands Way runs from the 

south at Tibbie Shiels Inn and along the eastern bank of the loch towards Dryhope and is mainly used by long 

distance walkers. The 7km track has no easy return route except along the busy A708 and many of the routes 

attractions – St Mary’s Kirk yard, Dryhope Tower - are located on the hillsides above the road. 
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In the valleys project, a 14km (8.7miles) off road route was mapped out by a local volunteer taking in a range of 

vistas, features and landmarks. This information was developed into a project outline and went out to tender in 

March. 

The tender was advertised on the SUP website and circulated by Scottish Enterprise, Business Gateway, Scottish 

Borders Council and emailed direct to 22 specialist trail builders from the “Paths for All” network. By the deadline 

date 4 tenders were received. TP&E from Glasgow won the contract and began work in June. 

Brief overview of the study 

TP&E met with the project and members of the community company in June and again in November to discuss the 

route. 

All landowners were contacted before feasibility began to ensure that there were no major objections to the route. 

SBC ranger services were also consulted as they look after the Southern Upland Way which is included in the 

proposed circular walk. There were concerns that some of the route around Cappercleuch would have to use the 

side of the A708 as the surrounding land would be too elevated for general use. Examples of existing paths following 

road side verges were highlighted and road side sections have now been included into the route plan. 

A team from TP&E walked and photographed the entire St Mary’s Loch Circular Route taking detailed measurements 

and examining the various features to ensure the route took in all the outlined attractions whilst respecting land 

owner concerns, sites of special scientific interest and ease of accessibility for users. The feasibility study follows the 

original line of the preferred route with some modifications that became apparent as the team walked the site. 

Feedback from consultees suggests that there is general approval for a circular walk but the preferred route will have 

to be modified to take into account the range of concerns raised. 

This project has been divided into a five phase development. Construction costs including all way marking 

£250,967.50 plus VAT 

TP&E’s full feasibility study can be found in section 7.4.2 

 

2.3 Road to link Potburn to the A708 

Budget £6500 including volunteer time of £500 

Actual spend £6,300 

Feasibility Final Report received 12th November 2013 

Background  

The right of way from Potburn (6.5 miles above Ettrick village) to Caplegill ford was once used as a main route out of 

Ettrick as it is just 7 miles from Moffat (Selkirk is 26 miles away). The route was used up until the 1950’s when it fell 

into disrepair. Many locals on the Moffat side of the hill have memories of using the route to attend social gatherings 

in the Boston Hall. In recent years, a vintage tractor rally has made the journey across Bodesbeck Law each year in 

June.   

In the Valleys Project this old drove road was identified as a possible means to attract a new population to the upper 

Ettrick and assist tourism businesses to draw in new visitors as there are in excess of 420 tourism beds above 

Ettrickbridge. In winter the Ettrick and Eskdalemuir routes are subject to flooding and freezing making it difficult to 

exit the top of the valley. This is of particular concern in the upper Ettrick as the recent mothballing of Ettrick School 

may mean that the single track road is no longer serviced to the same degree as when the school was operational. 
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The valleys have an aging population and the closest healthcare services are in Selkirk or at the Borders General 

Hospital which is 30 miles away.  

Brief overview of the study 

This feasibility study had various conditions attached to it by the funders before work could begin so this was the last 

feasibility study of the original seven to be advertised. 

A condition of the grant required the project to consult with SBC Roads Department and a Forestry Commission 

engineer to ensure that a study was worthwhile before committing the funds. The study was given approval in June 

and the tender documents were sent to twelve specialist companies who had been suggested by industry experts. 

By the closing date three tenders had been received. Rural Bridges won the contract and work began in July.  

Interested parties, landowners and members of the Dumfries and Galloway Roads Department attended a site 

meeting in August to discuss the identified routes. The study was completed in November after a draft was 

circulated for comment. 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project identified an alternative route for the road before the study went out to 

tender. This alternative route would follow the old drove road from Potburn to the top of Bodesbeck law and then 

follow a contour line across the hill sides to the new bridge at Selcoth which was completed in 2012. Local 

landowners were consulted on both of these possible routes and Colin McEwan from the Forestry Commission kindly 

surveyed both options before the study went out to tender. 

In their study, Rural Bridges identified a third route which would join up existing timber routes before exiting at 
Selcoth. The three possible routes are summarized as follows:  

 
Option 1: The shortest and most convenient route follows the Old Drove Road from Potburn to Bodesbeck with 
deviations to avoid archaeological features. Design is the most difficult aspect as the route would be visible from 
the A708.  
Costs: £380,500 with an additional £35,000 for special landscaping to make the road less visible, plus VAT. 
 
Option 2: Uses the same first section from Potburn then branches West and South to join the A708 at Selcoth 
Bridge. This route requires 3 expensive culverts, may be disrupted by forest operations and is longer than route 1.  
Costs: £413,500 plus VAT 
 

Option 3:  This is the longest route but requires the shortest length of new road as it follows high level forest 
tracks from Potburn to Selcoth Bridge. Most likely use for this route is timber extraction.  

Costs: £250,500 plus VAT 

A maintenance budget has been calculated at £10,000 per year for all routes 

 

We had originally envisioned a toll system for the road which would help pay for upkeep and allow the 
community to give a small gratuity to landowners each year. Dr Freedman examined this request and found it to 
be unviable due to the lack of an available power source at Potburn and concerns regarding vandalism in remote 
settings.  

 
Dr Freedman’s comprehensive feasibility study along with the original tender document can be found at the end of 

this report in section 7.5.2 
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2.4 Micro Hydro Electric Scheme 

Budget £7700  

Actual spend including volunteer time £6,332 

Feasibility Final Report received 20th September 2013 

Background 

A desk based study which was funded through CARES in 2011 had highlighted three watercourses with micro hydro 

electric potential on Forestry Commission lands within the upper Ettrick. Initial investigations were made with the 

National Forest Land Scheme to identify what requirements would need to be in place to investigate the identified 

water courses for community benefit. 

In July 2012 a group of valley residents formed a community group that would later become the Ettrick and Yarrow 

Community Development Company. This group applied to the Forestry Commissions National Forest Land Scheme to 

explore the possibility of generating hydro electric power on FC lands within the Ettrick Valley.  

The Forestry Commission accepted the application and gave the group 12 months to look at the sites in more depth. 

They would need to submit an application before the end of September 2013 if they were to take a scheme to the 

next stage. 

Tender documents covering all three possible sites were drawn up and openly advertised on Community Energy 

Scotland’s website in March 2013. Eight tenders were received from companies based throughout Scotland. 

Babyhydro from Edinburgh won the contract and began work in May. 

Brief overview of the study 

Babyhydro and a community volunteer began site visits to the three areas outlined and it soon became apparent 

that two of the sites were not suitable. As the tender was advertised to look at three sites and only one of them 

would go to full investigation Babyhydro’s fee was reduced at this point.  

The third site at Gamescleuch was found to have 15-21kW capability. However, when the figures were scrutinised by 

the community development company it was decided that the payback time and set up costs made any of the three 

available options unviable. In addition, some objections were raised by local residents regarding the sites being 

investigated.  

All capital cost outlined in the table are exclusive of VAT  

 

 
Option 

 

 
Description 

 
Installed power 

 

 
Initial cost 

 
Annual 

cost 

Annual 

gross 

revenue 

Simple 

payback 

(years) 

20 year 

simple 

profit 

1 Gamescleuch max 21 kW £194,354 £2,820 £17,434 13.3 £97,927 

2 Gamescleuch 15kW 15 kW £137,888 £2,135 £15,758 10.1 £134,561 

3 Gamescleuch domestic 15 kW £132,458 £2,076 £15,840 9.6 £142,836 

 

In September a letter was sent to the National Forest Land Scheme to inform them of the company’s decision not to 

take the scheme forward. 

Nick Forrest’s full report can be found in section 7.6.2 at this end of this report 
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Section 3: Public Meetings  

The project held five public meetings over the 10 month 

period. 

 

July Southern Uplands Partnership Annual General 

Meeting, Gordon Arms, Yarrow 

17 people attended the project presentation which was 

followed by a lively round of questions 

August Kirkhope Flower Show, Ettrickbridge 

49 people were given a short presentation on the project 

November CARS Event, Victoria Hall, Selkirk  

Members of the Ettrick and Yarrow Community Development Company gave a short presentation on the project to 

15 members of the public 

December Public Meeting Yarrowford Hall, Yarrowford - 15 people 

December Public Meeting Kirkhope Hall, Ettrickbridge - 32 people 

Invitations to join us at one of the public meetings in December were emailed and sent by facebook to over 700 

people and advertised in the local press. At the meetings we asked people to give feedback by ticking all the projects 

they would most like to see taken forward.  The following results have been compiled from their answers: 

Bowhill Links Shared Path, St Mary’s Loch Circular Walk and Interpretation Project 72%  

Bowhill Shared Use Path 66% 

Minchmoor to Yarrowford Shared Use path 61% 

Road link from Potburn to A708 44% 

Creative Residency 33% 

 

Section 4: Summary, Recommendations, Targets and Table of Costs 

4.1 Summary 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project achieved a great deal in the allotted project time of just ten months. 

Nine separate tenders were advertised and eight detailed feasibility reports on a wide variety of subjects have been 

completed. Ongoing support has been given to the Ettrick and Yarrow Tourism Group and the project has assisted 

the community company through formation and registration. The 8 studies have produced a range of costs, options 

and detailed plans that the Ettrick and Yarrow Community Development Company can use to compile a business 

plan. 

Kirkhope Hall, December 2013 



15 
 
Though not all LEADER targets have been met, most have been exceeded. The project has attracted attention from 

the wider community at five public meetings, a creative writing day and through the YES Festival. Overall the project 

has engaged with more than 600 people, hosted 17 group focused meetings and amassed over two hundred hours of 

volunteer time.  

 

4.2 Recommendations 

Creative Residency:   

The creative residency was deemed a success having generated a great deal of positive feedback within a short 

amount of time.  

The post sparked a lot of interest from creative’s all over Scotland and attracted a lot of media coverage.  

The workshop was well attended and all but two came from outside of the area. Most participants would welcome a 

further workshop over two days. 

In its first season, the James Hogg Exhibition attracted over 400 visitors to the upper Ettrick.  

There is a strong case for a yearly residency based around James Hogg and such a post could showcase the valleys as 

a creative place to live and work.  

Most likely source of funding for the project would be from Creative Scotland.  

The Alchemy Film Festival offered 6 film making residencies in Ettrick shortly after the James Hogg Creative 

Residency. 170 people from all over the world applied for one of the six posts. 

 

Signage and Marketing:  

The information compiled within the marketing proposal can be used to inform a bid by the Ettrick and Yarrow 

Tourism Group to a range of funders.  

The signage report from Scotland Tourism Solutions, Signage Audit compiled in 2012 and a short report of the 

signage issues can be forwarded to SBC Roads Department to see if the cross valley direction signs can be rectified.  

Many of the valleys heritage sites are not well signposted and there is a lack of interpretation at some of them.  

Designs have been produced for seven interpretation boards and a source of funding should be secured to erect 

these along with some gateway signage to help identify the valleys as a unique area.  

More work needs to be done on remaining, unsigned places of interest and continued dialogue with landowners and 

the tourism group is recommended.  

The Selkirk Flood Protection Scheme will provide an opportunity for the community to showcase the valleys at the 

planned information point to be situated on the side of the A708 just outside Selkirk. 

It is recommended that the Ettrick and Yarrow Community Development Company and the Ettrick and Yarrow 

Tourism Group work together to promote the valleys by creating a further  range of interpretation for the sites not 

covered by this project. 
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Cycle Routes: 

Community members need to champion the routes and keep an ongoing dialogue with landowners and potential 

funders.  

A workshop, bringing together current promoters of the existing routes (Buccleuch Estates, SBC, Cycle Scottish 

Borders, etc.,) and local landowners may be beneficial.  

The improvement of existing shared used paths and the proposed new routes could really help the valleys to become 

a destination for walkers and cyclists.  

A user survey could be undertaken by community volunteers to gauge interest from members of the public for the 

new routes. This information could help with future funding applications as would support from the Ettrick and 

Yarrow Community Council and valleys residents. 

As the Bowhill Links Route will feed into the core paths network it is recommended that this is the first route to be 

considered for construction as it will bring visitors into the valleys. 

A shared use bridge over the meeting of the waters was outlined in the Ettrick and Yarrow Community Development 

Plan 2012. A small feasibility study for the bridge would provide outline construction costs. A bridge in this location 

would link many existing routes providing increased opportunities to attract visitors into both valleys.  

It is recommended that the Ettrick and Yarrow Community Development Company and the Ettrick and Yarrow 

Tourism Group work together to promote the benefits of the proposed shared use paths. 

 

St Mary’s Loch Circular Walking Route:   

Various concerns have been raised regarding the preferred route by landowners and tenants though in principle they 

all appear to support the idea of a circular route.  

More work needs to be done to formulate a route that all parties are happy with and this might best be achieved by 

arranging a series of meetings with all landowners,  tenant farmers,  homeowners, SBC, Selkirk Flood Protection 

Scheme, St Mary’s Loch Sailing Club, St Mary’s Loch Fishing Club, SEPA, Scottish Water, Scottish Natural Heritage and 

the wider  community.  

The walk has the potential to be one of the best one day walks in Scotland as it takes in a wide range of habitats, 

historical features and stunning views.  

Community members need to champion the route and keep an ongoing dialogue with landowners and potential 

funders.  

As with the cycle routes, a user survey could be conducted by community members to gather data on the proposed 

circular trail.  

It is recommended that the Ettrick and Yarrow Community Development Company and the Ettrick and Yarrow 

Tourism Group work together to promote the benefits of the proposed circular walk. 

 

Road from Potburn to the A708:  

There is a lot of local support for a road out of Ettrick as it could bring a range of benefits to the community. 
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 A household survey in the upper Ettrick and Bodesbeck / Sailfoot area of the Moffat valley would gauge how much 

local interest there is and help decide the best route from the available three.  

Though the study wasn’t commissioned to look at timber transport, Dr Freedman’s report highlights the possibilities 

of at least one route being suitable. Option 3 could attract finance from the Timber Transport Fund and charging a 

fee for its use would pay for the upkeep and maintenance of the route and possibly provide a small profit.  

 

Hydro Electric Scheme:  

Though the scheme may not have the potential we had hoped for at the onset of the study, there is obviously some 

potential for income generation.  

The 15Kw domestic scheme could be used to supply power to local households or be stored in batteries for use in 

other parts of the valleys i.e. for a community electric bus. Utilising the power has the added benefit of reducing the 

carbon footprint of those interested in using a local, renewable power source.  

A small household survey of the immediate vicinity of Gamescleuch, undertaken by community volunteers, could 

determine if there was a desire for such a scheme. 

 

4.3 Table of LEADER targets and final numbers 

Group  How many Total achieved 

Male age under 25 5 4 

Male age 25 and over 15 83 

Female age under 25 5 3 

Female age 25 and over 15 57 

Under employed 10 14 

Unemployed 5 2 

Micro businesses 10 16 

Community groups 2 2 

 

 

4.4 Table of costs for development of each project 

Project Total Cost or cost option 1 Cost option 2 Cost option3  

Creative Residency £4,600 plus VAT where applicable   

Interpretation and 
Gateway Signage 

£13,946.56 (inc VAT, artwork, etc.,)   

Marketing Proposal  £117,600 plus VAT where applicable   

Minchmoor to 
Yarrowford Shared Use 

£198,012.33 plus VAT   
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Path 

Bowhill Shared Use Path £239,175.40 plus VAT Sealed  £478,000 
plus VAT 

 

Bowhill Links Shared Use 
Path 

£249,745 plus VAT Sealed £499,000 
plus VAT 

 

St Mary’s Circular Walk £250,967.50 plus VAT   

Potburn to A708 Road £415,500 with landscaping plus VAT £413,500 plus VAT £250,500 plus VAT 

Micro Hydro Scheme £194,354 plus VAT £137,888 plus VAT £132,458 plus VAT 

 

Section 5: Community Company 

A group of interested individuals came together through the last project “Revitalising the Ettrick and Yarrow Valleys”.  

Within the Development Project we wanted to formalise the group into a development company so that the valleys 

would have a means to move forward at project end.  

In order to help set up a community development company the following tasks needed to be undertaken: identify a 

maximum of 12 directors representing different areas of both valleys, articles of association to comply with the Land 

Reform Act (Scotland) 2003 Part 2: Community Right to Buy (so that the community would be able to apply for 

community right to buy, Section 34(4) and 35(1)), registration with Companies House, bank account and membership 

of the Development Trust Association (Scotland) for ongoing support and guidance.  

In May, Scottish Ministers confirmed that the company’s articles of association complied with the Land Reform 

(Scotland) Act 2003 and that the community may submit an application at any future point,  if they so desire. The 

Ettrick and Yarrow Community Development Company were incorporated with eleven directors in June and by 

August a bank account had been arranged. The DTAS granted membership to the development company in 

December. 

Company Directors, Ettrick and Yarrow Community Development Company 

Bridie Ashrowan, Vicky Davidson, Barbara Harrison, Gordon Harrison, Robert Howden, Lynne Hume, Daphne Jackson, 

George Jack, Kevin MacLean, Jeremy Snodgrass, Jane Telfer. 

If you would like to contact the development company please email ettrickandyarrowcdc@gmail.com 

 

Section 6: Potential Funding Sources 

 A708 Road 

Link 

Shared Use 

Paths 

St Mary’s 

Loch Walk 

Creative 

Residency 

Marketing / 

Interpretation 

SUSTRANS/SBC  x    

LEADER  x x x x 

SSE Community Fund 

Langhope Rig  

 x x x x 

mailto:ettrickandyarrowcdc@gmail.com


19 
 
SSE Strategic Fund 

Langhope Rig 

x x x x x 

Heritage Lottery  x x x x  

Awards For All    x x 

Legacy 2014 Active Places  x x   

Climate Challenge Fund x x x   

SRDP  x     

Creative Scotland    x  

Visit Scotland Growth Fund     x 

People and Communities 

Fund 

x x x x x 

The Weir Charitable Trust  x x x  

Fallago Environmental Fund  x x x x 

People’s Post Code Lottery   x x x x 

Garfield Weston Foundation    x  

Paths for All  x x   

Landfill Communities Fund  x x   

 
Climate Challenge Fund (CCF)  
An extra £10.3 million is being made available to help communities across Scotland cut their carbon footprint. 
Community groups can apply for up to £150,000 per year, per project until 31st March 2016. Groups in 
disadvantaged areas may also be entitled to a development grant to assist in the preparation of their full CCF 
application. Projects must be community-led and must contribute to a reduction in CO2e and a sustainable legacy for 
the community.  Help is available via Keep Scotland Beautiful, who administers the fund on behalf of the Scottish 
Government. New to the programme is the CCF Ideas Bank, with templates of eligible projects that community 
groups can use to prepare an application.   The Climate Challenge Fund has been used by other shared-use path 
projects to allow the progress of studies and construction of routes. The paths must show the benefit to the climate 
(for instance reduction in trips by car due to the use of the path). The Potburn A708 road may also be eligible as 
there would be considerable reduction in car journeys if the route were open to motorists. 
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/sustainability-climate-change/climate-challenge-fund 
 
Paths for All – Local People, Local Paths  
Grant funding up to £1500 is available to support groups to improve and develop local paths in the community. For 

more information see their website: www.pathsforall.org.uk/pfa/support/lplp.html 

People's Postcode Lottery   
Up to £10,000 for projects -see website for details. There is also the Dream Fund but the community would need to 
work in partnership with a registered charity to access the fund. You can apply to the Dream Fund for up to £250,000 
to deliver a new and innovative project up to 24 months in length that meets one of the following funding criteria:  
Encourage healthy living, Social enterprise and Environmental sustainability www.postcodetrust.org.uk  

 www.postcodetrust.org.uk/dream-fund 

http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/sustainability-climate-change/climate-challenge-fund
http://www.pathsforall.org.uk/pfa/support/lplp.html
http://www.postcodetrust.org.uk/
http://www.postcodetrust.org.uk/dream-fund
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Garfield Weston Foundation  
Founded in 1958, the Garfield Weston Foundation is a UK based, general grant-giving charity endowed by the late W 
Garfield Weston and members of his family. Over the past 50 years, the Foundation has supported a wide range of 
organisations with grants of varying sizes. It does not have precisely defined criteria, but rather invites applications 
across the spectrum of community, voluntary and charitable activity with very few exceptions. Their recent rounds of 
funding have helped projects in the following categories:  Arts; Community; Education; Welfare; Medical; Social; 
Religion; Youth and Environment. www.garfieldweston.org  
  
Creative Scotland - Traditional Arts Commissioning Fund   
The purpose of the Traditional Arts Commissioning fund is to support new commissions of traditional arts activity.  
The activity can be of various scales and art forms (including film and digital platforms) and can be performed and/or 
exhibited regionally, nationally and internationally, reflecting regional diversity and Scots and/or Gaelic where 
appropriate.  Creative Scotland will prioritise projects that extend the audience for Scotland’s traditional arts, and 
involve collaboration between traditional artists and arts organisations whose core purpose is not focused on the 
traditional arts. The Traditional Arts Commissioning fund is open to both individuals and organisations, and awards 
will normally be in the region of £5,000 - £30,000. For more information, please visit the Creative Scotland website 
www.creativescotland.co.uk 
 
The Weir Charitable Trust  
Set up by EuroMillions winners Chris and Colin Weir, this new Trust aims to support Scottish-based community 

groups and small charities to provide services across Scotland to help the Scottish community. Up to a maximum 

award of £50,000, it will consider funding specific activities and services in sport, recreational facilities, animal 

welfare, health and cultural projects to improve the quality of life for people.  Further information and an Application 

Forms are available at www.weircharitabletrust.com 

The Legacy 2014 Active Places Fund  
Aims to encourage more people to be active and take part in sport. It will fund capital projects which create or 
improve places in local communities where people can go to get active. Grants of between £10,000 and £100,000 
are available for a very wide range of community-led projects such as new bike or skate parks, outdoor adventure 
facilities, walking routes, or new projects within school estates. In total, £10 million is available until 2015. More info 
on:  www.sportscotland.org.uk 
  
Landfill Communities Fund 
The Landfill Communities Fund can provide support to fully constituted voluntary/community groups for community 
based projects which have a positive impact on the environment or public amenities. Details: Grants typically range 
between £5,000 and £30,000 for capital or revenue funding. Decisions on funding are made quarterly and it is 
essential that applicants have approached external funding sources before applying to the Fund. Eligibility: The 
group must be fully constituted and non profit-making with a minimum of 3 members. The group must have a bank 
or building society account in the group's name and independently approved annual accounts (new organisations 
must be able to provide a 12 month estimate of income and expenditure). Objectives: restoration of land, reduction 
of the effects of pollution of land, public amenities/public parks, species/habitat conservation, places of 
worship/architectural merit. 
http://www.scotborders.gov.uk/info/343/community_grants/897/landfill_communities_fund  

Awards for All Scotland 
Delivered by: The Big Lottery Fund Scotland 
Awards for All aims to help people become actively involved in projects that bring about change in their local 
community. This could be through a wide range of community, arts, sports, health, education and environmental 
activities. There are no deadlines and applications can be submitted at any time. Creative Scotland has contributed 
£500,000 to support arts activity within the Awards for All programme for 2013/14. Grants available are from £500 
to £10,000. Up to 100% funding is available for capital, projects or a mixture of both. 
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/scotland/awards-for-all-scotland 

Sustrans  

http://www.garfieldweston.org/
http://www.creativescotland.co.uk/
http://www.weircharitabletrust.com/
http://www.sportscotland.org.uk/
http://www.scotborders.gov.uk/info/343/community_grants/897/landfill_communities_fund
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/scotland/awards-for-all-scotland
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/scotland/awards-for-all-scotland
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/scotland/awards-for-all-scotland
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Sustrans are the main funding sources for active travel / shared-use path projects via their community links funding 
programme. An application would need to be made through Scottish Borders Council.  Sustrans require match funds 
of 50% 
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/scotland/what-we-do/communities/community-links  

SSE Community Fund                                                                                                                                                           

Langhope Rig Wind Farm - Up to £10,000 (cap £40,000 per year) per application for community projects as a well as 

a strategic fund of £40,000 per annum http://www.sse.com/Community/Funds/LanghopeRig/ 

People and Communities Fund                                                                                                                                              

£10,000 to £250,000 over the life of the project. The People and Communities Fund (PCF) support community 

organisations to grow and strengthen by delivering outcomes to meet and respond to the aspirations of their 

communities. There will be at least £6m available for allocation in each of the three years from 2012/13 to 2014/15. 

This funding is available to organisations to allow them to deliver the services and/or projects that have been 

identified by the community as helping it achieve its outcomes. There are two main priorities: Employability, 

Preventative action. The PCF is aimed at registered social landlords and other community anchor organisations such 

as community development trusts.   http://scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-

Environment/regeneration/community/pcf/PCFGuidance 

Visit Scotland Growth Fund                                                                                                                                                  

Currently closed but due to re open soon. Up to £65,000 - 50% match fund to be used for marketing 

http://www.visitscotland.org/business_support/marketing_opportunities/growth_fund.aspx 

Heritage Lottery 
Heritage Lottery has been used within Scotland to deliver path improvements as part of a large scale project. The 
most notable is Rouken Glen Park in EastRenfrewshire.http://www.roukenglenpark.co.uk/index.aspx?articleid=3456 
The community could engage with HLF to discuss how the creating of the trails would enhance the appreciation of 
the local heritage. http://www.hlf.org.uk/InYourArea/Scotland/Pages/Welcome.aspx#.UopDn3DIZ9s 
 
Fallago Environment Fund                                                                                                                                                               
To enhance the quality of life for local communities and visitors to the Borders through investment in the protection, 
enhancement and appreciation of the natural, built and cultural heritage of the Scottish Borders environment. Two 
funding programmes -  Main Grants Programme and a Core Funding Programme.  The main emphasis of the Fund 
will be on capital projects that leave a long term legacy (Main Grants Programme).  However, core funding support 
will be considered, in exceptional circumstances, to those organisations that can clearly demonstrate how their 
activities complement and deliver on the aim of the Fund (Core Funding Programme).Our minimum project size is 
£1000 and, under our Main Grants programme, our maximum grant is £150,000 (a maximum of £50,000 per annum 
over 3 years). http://www.tweedforum.org/fallago 

Scottish Rural Development Programme                                                                                                                                   
The parent fund of Leader, SRDP, is confirmed to 2020. The proposed Bowhill shared use path could become part of 
a larger scale project in partnership with the Estate. The Bowhill Estate SRDP scheme covers the entire 8500 acres of 
the in-hand farming area. The scheme is split into an environmental improvement programme and a business 
restructuring/investment programme. The purpose of the environmental scheme is to reduce the impact of cattle on 
heather moorland and improve the habitat for the benefit of black grouse. Away from the heather moorland 7,881 
metres of hedgerows have been planted and are actively managed for the benefit of wildlife together with wetlands, 
ponds, riverbanks & native woodland areas. The aim of the business restructuring/investment plan is to work with 
the environmental plan and safeguard the employment of farm labour. The proposed path could be part of the 
initiative to aid delivery of similar environmental works. 

LEADER                                                                                                                                                                                             
Next round 2015. No details of funding categories as yet but a funding request for phases of the shared path routes 
may be eligible. Match funding will be required. www.scottishbordersleader.co.uk 

http://www.sustrans.org.uk/scotland/what-we-do/communities/community-links
http://www.sse.com/Community/Funds/LanghopeRig/
http://scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/regeneration/community/pcf/PCFGuidance
http://scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/regeneration/community/pcf/PCFGuidance
http://www.visitscotland.org/business_support/marketing_opportunities/growth_fund.aspx
http://www.roukenglenpark.co.uk/index.aspx?articleid=3456
http://www.hlf.org.uk/InYourArea/Scotland/Pages/Welcome.aspx#.UopDn3DIZ9s
http://www.tweedforum.org/fallago
http://www.scottishbordersleader.co.uk/
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Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project 

 
 

James Hogg Creative Residency 
 

Ettrick Valley, Scottish Borders, July to September 2013 
 
Application Deadline: 10th May 2013 
 
The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project have secured funding for a James Hogg Creative residency to 

be based in the upper Ettrick Valley, Selkirkshire between July and September.   In this first year we are 

offering the opportunity to a writer for a residency period of up to six weeks.   Self catering 

accommodation with central heating will be provided free of charge and you will be paid £300 per week. 

The residency will be based in the Ettrick Primary School, moth-balled last August, and from May this year, 

home to the James Hogg Exhibition.  The school is in Ettrick village, 18 miles from Selkirk.  The 

accommodation is fairly close by, no more than a couple of miles further up the valley and a fairly flat cycle 

ride.   There is a shopping bus on Tuesdays and Fridays but otherwise no public transport.   There is also no 

mobile phone reception and access to broadband will be very limited.   There is no broadband connection 

within the school building. 

Ideally we would like the Writer in Residence to be in situ during the last week of July, be there throughout 

August, and either stay on or come back for the Ettrick and Yarrow Show and the YES Festival (Yarrow, 

Ettrick and Selkirk Arts Festival) which coincide on the weekend of the 12th-15th September.  The Writer’s 

participation in the YES festival and what form this may take will be discussed with the applicant. 

James Hogg, author of Confessions of a Justified Sinner, was born into an Ettrick shepherding family in 

1770 and throughout his writing career continued to stay on farms in either the Ettrick or Yarrow valleys.  

He drew much of the content and inspiration for his work from the people, history and landscape of this 

area.  The Ettrick Valley can be a magical and sometimes daunting surrounding - it is not hard to 

understand why so many tales originated in the neuks of these valleys or to imagine the importance of 

story-telling in these communities. 

We are looking for a Writer who is prepared to engage in valley life to some extent and be willing to 

explore.  We would also expect the Writer to take some shifts at supervising the Hogg Exhibition which will 

be an opportunity to engage with visitors and the community.  Opening hours for this year still to be 

determined. We would hope to be open in the afternoons on 3 days per week, including Saturday and 

Sunday. 

There is an expectation that the Writer in Residence would organise at least two workshops in the valleys, 

form and content to be agreed. Other options we are interested in discussing would be running a Writers 



25 
 

weekend to attract up-and-coming writers for workshops and visits in the valleys.  Overall we expect the 

Writer to support our aims of promoting the Ettrick Valley as a creative place and both to take part in 

whatever publicity is generated by the project and to acknowledge the role the James Hogg Creative 

Residency has played in developing their work. 

 

Application Process 

We invite applications from professional Scottish based or Scottish born writers – emerging or established. 

To apply please provide a brief proposal on your interest in this opportunity and what you hope to gain 

from the residency (no more than 2 pages of A4),  plus CV and any relevant supporting material or website 

links.  Please also send a sample of your work – no more than 2000 words, or 5 poems if you are a poet.*  

In focussing your statement, please consider what you hope to gain in terms of taking your practise 

forward and what links you hope to make with the legacy of James Hogg and the Ettrick Valley landscape.  

You might also like to consider if there are any expected outputs which could be used to promote the 

Ettrick Valley as a creative place.  Will there be anything we can use on a poster, pamphlet or future 

publication? 

We also require the names of two referees – one for character and one a professional referee. 

The deadline for applications is the 10th May 2013.  Interviews, if required, will be held week beginning 20th 

May (expenses for travelling to the interview can be reimbursed). We expect to appoint by the 31st May. 

*Please provide an SAE if you would like material returned. 

Conditions: 
Writers Rate: £300 per week for 6 weeks. No expenses will be given. Please note: as this post is 
funded by Scottish Borders LEADER you will be required to produce an invoice for your weekly 
rate which will be paid in retrospect. 
 
Timescales: 
Application Deadline: 10th May 2013 
Interviews and Decision from panel: week of 20th May 2013 
Debrief and short report to be completed by 30th September 2013 
 
*The YES Festival (Yarrow, Ettrick, Selkirk) is a new cross form arts festival. 
 
Notes: 

The writer must provide evidence of their own Public Liability insurance cover of £5million. 

If the writer has a current PVG certificate they should provide a copy. 

In the event of non-completion of the residency payment will only be made for the hours fulfilled. 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project will accept no responsibility for the loss or damage of personal 

belongings during the residency. 

The writer is expected to conduct themselves in public in a professional and courteous manner at all times. 
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Weekly invoices will need to be completed to meet reporting regulations for LEADER funding. 

The final payment will be made once all requirements, including a debrief and short report have been completed. 

 
The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project has been funded Scottish Borders 

LEADER, Investing in Ideas, SUP and Buccleuch Estates. 
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ETTRICK AND YARROW DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

James Hogg Pilot Creative Residency 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project are pleased to announce their first creative resident, Scots poet Rab 

Wilson. The residency runs for 6 weeks from August to September 2013 and includes an appearance at the YES 

Festival.  Rab will be living in a cottage near the top of the Ettrick Valley, close to the birthplace of James Hogg and 

will spend some of his time at the newly opened James Hogg Exhibition in Ettrick. As well as his own writing, he will 

be organising a number of writer’s events. 

 

 
A brief history of Rab Wilson 

 
Born in the Ayrshire village of New Cumnock, Rab has been writing poetry for most of his adult life and hopes to 

write a series of poems about Hogg and Ettrick Valley during his residency. 
 

Rab writes in Scots and his first work to bring him public recognition was his translation entitled ‘owersettin’, of the 
famous medieval Persian work ‘The Ruba’iyat of Omar Khayyam’ This work was published and later made into the 

biggest poetry book in the world, measuring 10ft X 4ft! 
 

Rab’s work has appeared regularly in some of the leading Scots poetry magazines and newspapers. He has worked 
with school children to encourage and develop creative writing skills, was the recipient of the McCash Poetry Prize 
for two years running and in 2007 was the Robert Burns Writing Fellow. Rab also writes plays and enjoys having his 

works available as audio and video files so people can take pleasure in the spoken word. 
 

He is an active supporter and advocate of the Scots language and sits on the committee of the Scots Language Centre 
based at AK Bell Library in Perth. He regularly attends the Cross Party Group on Scots Language at Holyrood. 
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7.1.4 

Final Report 
James Hogg Creative Residency 
Rab Wilson 
 
For six weeks ( 4/8/13 till 15/8/13) I was the James Hogg creative residency recipient, based at Over 
Kirkhope farm at the head of the Ettrick Valley. 
 
This initiative was made possible by funding from LEADER, the Big Lottery, Buccleuch Estates and the 
Southern Uplands Partnership. The residency was ably administered by project officer Julie Nock of the 
Southern Uplands Partnership.  
 
Accommodation was provided for me by James and Jessica Oliver, owners of Over Kirkhope, who proved to 
be extremely friendly, supportive and encouraging of my creative endeavours. 
 
Vicki Davidson, local Lib Dem councillor and chair of the Ettrick and Yarrow Community Development 
Company, was instrumental in making lots of introductions to the residents of the Ettrick Valley for me. 
Vicki and myself would make regular contact with each other to explore and further ideas for my engaging 
successfully with the local community. 
Part of my role was also to man the James Hogg exhibition at Ettrick Primary School. This I did mainly on 
Wednesday and Friday afternoons (the exhibition being open Wed/Fri/Sundays, 2 – 5pm). This exhibition 
was set up and managed by Judy Steel and Daphne Jackson, who again, were both extremely supportive 
and helpful in practical ways, assisting me in my role as a poet and James Hogg resident. Judy engaged with 
me to organise my involvement with local arts events and with the YES (Yarrow/Ettrick/Selkirk) Arts 
Festival, that ran from 12th – 15th September, 2013. Daphne Jackson and her husband Ogg allowed me to 
use their internet facility and telephone as I had neither of these essential  pre-requisites of modern life at 
the Over Kirkhope steading cottage. 
 
My first official engagement as resident was to introduce myself and my role at the launch of the YES 
festival at the County Hotel, Selkirk, on 9th August, 2013. There were @ 50 people at the launch and i gave 
a brief overview of my role and read some poems i had already written during my first week in post. 
 
Over the next week or so I gradually familiarised myself with the topography/geography of the area and 
with the people of the Ettrick Valley. I attended the monthly folk music ‘Open Stage’ event at the Gordon 
Arms hotel, and spent more than eight hours engaging with @ 50 or more people who played music, sang, 
contributed or just enjoyed the entertainment of this splendid event. I sang and read some of my poems 
and introduced myself, explaining my role, and informing the people of the James Hogg Exhibition. 
 
I got to know key residents of the valley who took me under their wing and were happy to show me around 
the place. This was absolutely vital to my getting material from which I could construct poetry. Locals such 
as Ian Monteith, Callum and Melanie Fleming, and Robert Howden were invaluable in this respect. Ian took 
me to the ‘Steps of Glendearg’ an amazing local landmark, Callum got me to help out with some 
shepherding activities, whilst Robert accompanied me on the very strenuous Ettrick Horseshoe walk, taking 
in many local peaks and climbing the highest of them, Ettrick Pen. All of these activities inspired and led to 
new poetry being written. 
 
On 24th August, 2013, I was asked to attend and present the prizes at the Ettrick Valley flower show, held at 
the Boston Hall. I was made extremely welcome at this event and again was able to explain who I was and 
read one of my poems to the assembled crowd of @ 70 people. 
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Manning the Hogg exhibition was also a great opportunity to engage with lots of people from a diverse 
geographical and social background. I averaged around 6 – 10 visitors per day on the days I curated the 
exhibition. They were all very encouraging and supportive of the exhibition. The exhibition allowed me to 
engage with @ 70 + people, informing them and educating them about James Hogg,  advising them of local 
facilities, and equally learning and taking information from them. 
 
On Sunday 25th August I attended my publishers, Luath Press of Edinburgh, Press Party event at the 
Edinburgh International Book Festival in Charlotte Square, Edinburgh.  Here I was introduced to a very 
literary minded audience as current James Hogg ‘writer in residence’, and again read poetry and gave the 
James Hogg post some publicity to the @ 50 + crowd assembled there. Some of these people were 
intrigued and wanted to know more about the Hogg residency. 
 
Engaging in research for my writing I have liaised with the people at Border Library Service headquarters at 
St Marys Mill, Selkirk. They were most helpful and interested to know of the residency. They in turn put me 
in touch with the ‘Hub’ archive centre in Hawick, who again were most helpful. Unfortunately due to the 
communication problems of the residency (no regular phone/internet access) I was unable to successfully 
pursue my local research to my satisfaction. I was though visited one day (organised by Vicki Davidson) at 
the exhibition by the well known local Borders historian Walter Elliot, who was most helpful in providing 
inspirational study material for my writings. We were also visited by Ian Brown, head of libraries and 
museums, who was most kind and supportive of the residency and the exhibition. 
 
On Monday 26th August I was invited, as a guest of neighbours Ian and Sheila Monteith, to go to a theatre 
event at Peebles Arts fest. This was a performance of Sir Walter Scott’s Minstrelsy in Story and Song, by the 
renowned folklorist and singer Margaret Bennet and the traditional musician Lori Watson. This was an 
excellent evening and I got to hear Borders Ballads being sung in a completely authentic manner. After the 
performance, at the Q&A session, I was able to introduce myself to the audience of @ 70 + people as the 
James Hogg resident, and again help publicise the residency and the exhibition. 
 
On 27th August I was accompanied by local Robert Howden on a long walk round the ‘Ettrick Horseshoe’, 
the hills that surround the head of the valley. This was a strenuous day’s walking that allowed me to get 
‘Ettrick under my feet!’. It certainly gave a great perspective on the massive tree planting and forestation 
that is affecting the valley. This sort of activity was essential in helping me to form ideas for my writing 
during the residency. 
 
On Saturday 31st August I was a keynote speaker at the ‘Heart of Hawick’ poets’ day. Again this provided a 
platform to tell people of the James Hogg residency. @ 25 people, mostly writers/poets, attended this 
event. Representatives were there from the Scottish Poetry Library and from Abbotsford. I was able 
network with these people and set up that day a trip to Abbotsford to discuss with their people proposed 
plans and ideas for educational programmes there that may perhaps tap into my knowledge, skills and 
experience as James Hogg resident, providing an additional legacy to the project? 
 
Following a solid two week stay at Over Kirkhope I went home for a couple of days to catch up on business 
there. 
 
On Wednesday 4th September a reading event was arranged by Ian Monteith and his partner Sheila, at 
their home of Brodgarehill. Ian and Sheila had invited most of the residents from the upper reaches of the 
valley to this, in all @ 18 people. I entertained them with music, stories and with a premiere of the work I 
have so far written during the residency. The performance/reading lasted just over an hour. There was a 
very positive reaction to the poems which pleased me a lot. Again, the people of the valley have proved 
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most supportive and encouraging of the residency. It was important I felt for them to hear and learn of 
what I have been doing during my stay amongst them. 
 
On Thursday 5th September I liaised with Julie Nock to finalise arrangements for the Creative Writing day 
on 7th September.  
 
On Friday 6th September I attended a pre-arranged meeting at Abbotsford with Dr Sandra Mackenzie.  This 
proved to be a very positive meeting. Ideas were shared re possible future collaborations between myself 
and Abbotsford with a view to creating schools/education/Scots language events for people of all 
ages/abilities and perhaps poetry readings to showcase the work created during the Hogg residency. This 
would not have been possible had the James Hogg residency not existed. 
 
On Saturday 7th September we held the creative writing workshop at Boston Hall, directly adjacent to 
Ettrick Primary School. This event was co-led by Stewart ‘Sandy’ Sanderson, a post-grad PhD student and 
gifted up and coming Scots poet, who is currently attached to Glasgow University. Sandy’s links with the 
university may prove useful in heightening the profile of the Hogg residency. As well as Sandy and myself 
we had 10 people who had signed up for the workshop. This proved to be a very successful event with 
some really positive feedback being received in emails to myself. Of the 10 who attended only 2 were local, 
the rest coming from outwith the YES valleys area. The attendees voiced a keenness for the workshop to 
be extended into a two day event in future. Something the organisers may wish to consider? 
 
On Sunday 8th September I packed up my belongings and gear and vacated Over Kirkhope. I went home for 
a couple of days to attend to matters there which demanded my attention and re-grouped before 
returning to take up residence at Aikwood Tower on Wednesday 11th September. 
 
On Thursday 12th September I attended the launch of the YES festival at the County Hotel. @ 30 or so local 
dignitaries, including the Duke of Buccleuch and the Provost of Selkirk, were there and I was asked to speak 
briefly and give them an overview of the James Hogg residency and my experiences. 
 
During Thurs/Fri I was also tasked with being host and assistant to the national Scots maker Liz Lochhead. I 
took Liz to her various venues and events and assisted in presenting the awards to the recipients of the 
‘Flowers of the Forest’ poetry competition at Bowhill, again with the attendance and support of the Duke 
of Buccleuch. I spoke with the Duke afterwards and tentative plans were laid for my visiting the new 
landscape artwork at Crawick, near Sanquhar, again this was another opportunity afforded by the 
residency. Around @ 30 people attended the poetry competition award ceremony. 
 
On Friday 13th September I attended the ‘poetry masterclass’ given by Liz Lochhead at Aikwood Tower. This 
was quite an intimate event and 5 people had the opportunity to take part. Again, this was an enlightening 
and extremely useful workshop for those who attended. Afterwards I assisted by taking Liz Lochhead into 
Selkirk before heading up the valley to man the James Hogg exhibition for one last time. 
 
On the evening of Friday 13th September I was MC at the ‘Open Stage’ event held in the County Hotel. This 
afforded me the opportunity to read some of the new work composed during my time in the residency, as 
well as introducing the wealth of local talent (poets, singers, musicians) who came along to entertain the 
public with their work. 
 
On Saturday 14th September I attended the Yarrow Show in my role as James Hogg writer. Part of my remit 
there was to judge the children’s poetry competition. There was a very healthy entry for this @ 30 poems 
each from primary and secondary pupils. Later I gave a short reading in the Tweedsmuir tent – though this 
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was made difficult by the extraneous noise of the announcer and events in the show ring. Again, I was able 
to mingle, meet and talk with many of the friends I had made from Ettrick valley. 
 
That evening I attended the premiere of Sally Beamish’s new classical music piece ‘Flodden’ at Selkirk town 
hall, in the company of Lord and Lady Steel. This was a spectacular and moving musical event. Later I was 
able to talk at length with Sally Beamish at Aikwood, again having the opportunity to network and spread 
awareness of the James Hogg residency at a national/international level. 
 
On Sunday 15th September I gave a reading of my ‘1957 Flying Scot’ sonnet redouble cycling poems in 
Selkirk, to coincide with the ‘Tour of Britain’ cycle race passing through the town. This event was rather 
poorly attended but the appalling weather that day may have played a part in this? 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Overall I feel the James Hogg residency has been very much a success. There is clear evidence of positive 
feedback for the residency in emails, verbal feedback, and from reactions by the community itself to 
support this. It raised awareness of the socio-economic problems inherent in the Ettrick valley and 
provided a very useful platform for me personally as an artist to get some quality/dedicated time to write. 
This has produced a body of poems/work that would not have existed were it not for the James Hogg 
residency.  
Hopefully some of the poems themselves highlight the challenges, issues and problems that an isolated 
community has to face up to in trying to survive in harsh economic times; though the resilience, humanity, 
compassion, resourcefulness, kindness and friendliness of the Ettrick community was something I found 
profoundly moving and inspiring. I felt real sadness on the day I vacated Over Kirkhope. They are wonderful 
people to live amongst! Local residents of the valley embraced the project and were most supportive of 
myself and my work. Some of the work could not have been produced were it not for the help, interest, 
interaction and assistance of the valley residents. During the time of the residency I have met and 
interacted with more than 400 people. There is the opportunity to publish my Ettrick poems as a pamphlet 
and I have agreed to return and speak at the inaugural James Hogg supper, planned for the Boston Hall on 
Friday 22nd November. 
 
I think the James Hogg residency would be a valuable platform for any talented writer to apply for and 
utilise. Not only to write new work but to engage with an entire community and show that literature in all 
its shapes and forms can be a powerful tool to help, support and highlight not only vital localised issues 
that affect a tight-knit community, but which reflect upon wider global problems that affect the whole of 
human society. Ettrick valley is a microcosm of the ecological conundrums that impact on the whole of our 
planet; a discovery that opened my eyes during the residency. It is my fervent hope that the James Hogg 
residency continues and becomes an important springboard for literary talent in the UK. Who knows, a 
future Booker Prize winner or Nobel Laureate may spring from fertile literary ground of the Ettrick Valley? 
 
 
 
Rab Wilson 
 
James Hogg Creative Resident August/September, 2013. 
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7.1.5   Poems from the James Hogg Creative Residency 

Rab Wilson 

Shedding Lambs 
Callum the shepherd asks; 
Would I like to do some work? 
So I abandon poetry. 
Today we are shedding lambs at Over Kirkhope. 
The flock has been gathered 
By quad and dog, 
We drive and harry them 
Into the voluminous lambing shed, 
Forty or fifty at a time. 
I’m placed at the shedding gate. 
Callum drives sheep and lambs forward, 
Funnelling them into a living sluice; 
As they press forward I open 
And close the gate, 
Letting adults through, 
Paring off the lambs. 
The odd one or two slip through my grasp, 
Apparently I don’t know 
My wedders from my gimmers, 
My hoggs from my tups. 
A strange task this for a townie. 
The ewes trot obliviously out to freedom. 
The lambs are then driven through again. 
We wade amongst them  
To dispense life or death. 
I’m given the red aerosol – ‘Red for dead!’ 
Callum has the blue – ‘Blue for stew!’ 
The male tup lambs are adjudged for fatness; 
‘He’s a plumper!’ 
I apply a red spot to his right rear quarter. 
I think of ‘Blind Pew’. 
Callum heaves and hefts him into a pen, 
The one reserved for the condemned. 
Those tups who fail the ‘plumpness’ test 
Are given a spot of blue. 
They’ll be sold to lowland farmers, 
Stock lambs for fattening up – 
Not enough grass on these upland hills. 
Most lambs, I’m reliably informed,  
Will not see out the year. 
Male lambs seem to fall into two categories; 
Mostly unlucky, or else, very lucky indeed. 
A heavy shower of rain drums the roof, 
Callum’s torn between completing our task, 
Or salvaging his hay field, 
As usual the weather decides, 
And we carry on. 
Shortly after, a shaft of sunlight 
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Pierces through the gloomy greyness, 
And we become bestowers of life; 
Callum’s clinical eye picks out ewe lambs 
Who might improve the bloodline of his flock. 
Small, late, weak lambs will not  
Survive the winters here – 
They are sent for stock. 
The best are selected, marked blue on the shoulder, 
Then noisily they’re released to join 
The bleating cacophony outside. 
They seem to almost sense their serendipity, 
Leaping, springing and jumping as they leave. 
Our work is done. 
I go back to my poem. 
Early next morning I’m awoken 
By a cold metallic clang; 
The opening and closing 
Of a trailer door. 
 
 
 
The Guinea Fowl 
Three clashin gossips – the Guinea fowl! 
Pee-heein in the coortyaird o the steadin, 
‘Whit d’ye mak o thae collies!?’ 
‘Aye! Did ye see her last nicht!? 
Shakkin her tail in Auld Wat’s face – 
Dirty bitch!!’ 
‘An thae white doo’s, toffee-nosed snobs!’ 
Aye thinkin they’re better than the rest o us – 
Nae better than flyin rats!’ 
‘An thae fantoosh Selkie banties, 
Wi their feathery  legs, 
An nebs stuck in the air, 
Aye there they wir – scartin in the midden! 
Mingin!!’ 
‘An whit aboot thae damnt cheeky speugs!? 
Helpin theirsels tae oor corn this mornin!? 
Ah shoosht thaim awa dooble quick time!’ 
‘Mind, their nae lack o scran fir leddies lik us! 
They feed us lik fechtin cocks – pardon the pun!’ 
‘Imphm! That’s because they appreciate 
A bit o breedin! A bit o class! 
Some glamour an exoticism 
Aboot the fairmyaird! 
Aye, nae dout ava lassies, 
We’ve bin bred fir some greater purpose!’ 
Wi a supercilious cockapentie air 
The scriechin trio pass the steadin entry, 
Clean unawaurs , glintin white in the gloom, 
O twa muckle great chest freezers, 
Tuckt in ahint the door. 
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The Hogg Monument* 
Oan a plinth, the fuit o Chapelhope Hill, 
The Shepherd sits an views the braes o hame, 
This statue biggit tae his fawmous nem, 
Richtly celebrates poetic skill. 
Ae haund hauds the cruik that kept ye siccar, 
Fordin burns in spate at lambin time, 
Body waarmly hapt in plaid o rhyme, 
Yer ettle aye tae be ‘Jamie the Poeter’. 
Abune the hills o Blackhope ye’d be foun, 
Blauds in haund whiles wi its stoppered neck, 
The wee bit jaur o praicious ink ye’d reck, 
Tae scrieve the lines ye howpt micht bring renown. 
James Hogg, the shepherd lad, whaes nem still rings, 
Etched here: “He taught the wandering winds to sing”.  
 
*The Hogg Monument sits near Tibbie Shiel’s Inn in the Yarrow Valley, between Moffat and Selkirk. The statue of 
Hogg holds in its left hand a scroll on which is etched the last line from his masterpiece, ‘The Queen’s Wake’ – used 
here in the last line of the sonnet. 
 
 
 
The Teapot 
Six weeks in the hills, with no teapot. 
This had to be remedied. 
Strolling through the stalls and auto-jumble 
Of the Biggar Classic Rally; 
Jars of homemade jam and heather honey, 
Chrome lamps and mirrors, AA badges, 
And ‘genuine’ 60’s Scalextric sets, 
Till then, an oasis, 
A stall of ornaments and bric-a-brac – 
And... teapots! 
Some were too gaudy – the ‘Country Cottage’, 
Some were too fancy – the ‘Chinese Pagoda’, 
Some were too expensive – ‘Thirty quid!!?’ 
(I’d set myself a five pounds budget!) 
Just something plain, functional, 
To suit these times of austerity. 
Then we spotted the cardboard box, 
Overflowing with sad old silverware: 
More teapots! 
A treasure chest me hearties! 
I quickly discarded the damaged mock Georgian, 
Burrowed through decades of genteel conversation, 
Rummaged and clanked my way to the bottom, 
Aha! I fished you out; 
Tarnished, black as the Earl of Hell’s waistcoat! 
But honest as a Woodbine, serviceable, 
Built like the Empire! 
And the number ‘31’ teaped inside your lid? 
Once you might have graced an ocean liner, 
Or primly sat on delicate white lace doily’s 
In the chintzy spas of Cheltenham or Bath. 
And your price? Five pounds! an omen! 
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(I haggled you down to four!) 
The vendor was visibly delighted; 
‘I can sell this stuff in Edinburgh any day, 
But to sell some silver-plate, here? in Biggar!?’ 
He got quite emotional. 
 
It took me hours with the ‘Dura-Glit’  
To remove a lifetime’s verdigris, 
And restore your faded glory. 
Now there you proudly sit, 
Filled with Sainsbury’s finest ‘De-caf’. 
Now my James Hogg residency can begin, 
Miles up the Ettrick Valley far from anywhere. 
They say the isolation can drive you mad; 
From your graceful spout I politely pour, 
Into that elegant porcelain flower, 
The Duchess holds in her perfumed hand, 
And together we laugh and laugh. 
 
 
 
The Wren (an allegorical fable) 
A wren the size of a farthing 
thudded into my living room window. 
This was the morning after  
the coalition defeat in the Commons; 
The vote for punitive action against Syria. 
The wren, its eyes tight shut, looked dead. 
I gazed at it intently through the glass; 
The startling tawny brown ripples  
of its delicate feathers, utterly vulnerable. 
An eye opened, 
the wren was still alive. 
There were rumours of a cat. 
More than rumours, David’s comments 
pointed to overwhelming evidence of a cat; 
But I hadn’t seen one, 
and the overwhelming evidence 
couldn’t be provided. 
The wren opened its beak wide. 
Do wrens yawn? 
I fretted about the overwhelmingly evidential cat. 
Should I intervene and save the wren? 
But this would go against the laws of nature. 
A predatory crow flew overhead nearby, 
the wren reacted instinctively,  
blinked and turned round – 
but didn’t fly away. 
This caused some local soul searching;  
The wren was obviously at risk, 
should I abandon it to its fate or not? 
There were no definitive reports from wren inspectors, 
and in the light of no RSPB sanction I sat there helpless. 
This nerve-shredding drama lasted half an hour; 
then the wren flew off. 
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I felt very smug, having done the right thing. 
When suddenly, from the corner of my eye, 
amongst the reeds by the riverside, 
I thought I glimpsed a sinister shape prowling.  
 
 
Thir ir The Steps O Glendearg 
‘Jock, when ye hae naething else to do, ye may be ay sticking in a tree; it will be growing, Jock, when ye're sleeping.’  
 
Sir Walter Scott in ‘The Heart of Midlothian'. 
 
(i.m. Seamus Heaney) 
 
Here oan the wattershed, 
That sinders twa coonties, 
Selkirk an Dumfriesshire, 
Lig ‘The Steps O Glendearg’. 
 
Growne ower wi the verdant rime o time, 
Hauf covert wi lichen an meedie-gress, 
We kick awa the moss tae kythe the stanes; 
Remnants o the seeventy that aince wir here. 
 
Mixter-maxter ill-shapit lumps, 
No ower muckle, sae they winnae sink, 
But sit jist prood tae gie a siccar fuitin, 
Tae stammery fowk dootsome o their wey, 
Giein thaim sauf passage throu the flouw. 
 
Ian Monteith haes brocht me here the day 
Tae view this wunner, 
Whaur twa young herds hud their hindmaist pairtin, 
An cairved this lastin testimony 
Tae their aefauld friendship; 
The inititials ‘AG’ an ‘WE’, 
Reuchly hewn, screivit in the rock.  
 
These hills that aince defined the ‘Rolling Borders’, 
Are smothert nou bi this green fremmit airmy; 
Conifers that choke the life oot o the valley. 
Nou this laund is fit fir naethin, 
Cept the mairch o the trees. 
 
Aa ower Scotland history’s bein buriet; 
The ruins o Druim Tighe Mich Ghille Chattain, 
Swallaed bi the trees oan Mull, 
Whaur aince the Drovers gaithert 
Tae tryst frae evri airt; 
The isles o Ulva, Gometra, Tiree, 
Coll an Iona. 
Soomin black-beasts across the minches, 
Till in Glen Bellart the fowk wid thrang, 
Haund seekin haund at the great cattle fair. 
 
Here nou in Scotland they ettle tae plant 
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25,000 acres a year, 
Syne a quarter o wir kintra swamped in trees, 
Whiles here in Ettrick? 
Cast yer een tae the heichts... 
 
Stuid atop the cairn oan Ettrick Pen, 
The Cheviot an Eildons distant rigs, 
The endless forests rax tae aa the airts, 
Cloods o dust betray log lorry’s, 
Trailin loads tae pulp mills, pouer stations, 
Whiles rural roads growe pittit wi their passin. 
 
Ettrick aince hud fowr primary schuils; 
This last ane jist hauds memories, 
The shilpit ghaists o weans, 
An evri hirsel that held a herd, 
Is bein pleuched an plantit. 
 
Whan Sandy Glendinning last met here, 
Tae shak his fiere Wattie Elliot’s haund, 
He left fir Canada’s distant shore, 
Kennin fine he’d ne’er cam hame agane. 
 
Tho his rhymin letters, fou o craic an sang, 
Sailed ower the seas fir years; 
‘Awa wi Scarboro’s Muddy Creeks’, 
Laments his Border hills. 
 
 
Nou thae hills faa lik dominoes; 
In some strange irony  
Scions o Canada’s richest faimily, 
Hae bocht ower Nether Phawhope, 
An hae nae dout are like tae seed the braes 
Wi insidious Sitka Spruce. 
 
Ian thinks the hill is loast fir aye, 
Huge ugsome stumps o harvested trees, 
Litter this lunar laundscape; 
‘It’s by. They’ll nevir herd sheep here agane.’  
It wid be haurd tae disagree – 
 
An yet, this dwaiblie path across the moss, 
Speiks eloquently o undeemous things; 
The urge we hae tae steg athort the cosmos,  
Tae lea some guidly merk that we wir here. 
 
We cleaned the auld stane up, 
Chalkin the letters tae mak thaim staund oot prood. 
A wheen o digital photiegraphs wir taen. 
 
Wull this sterk praicious message still remain, 
When aa the trees that haud ye fast are felled, 
Tae tell a warld, gin ony’s left wha cares;  
‘Thir ir The Steps O Glendearg’. 
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Which Side Are You On 
Ah passed a sodger 
Walkin doun Selkirk High Street. 
Nou there’s face, ah thocht, 
That cuid hae focht at Flodden! 
Rid-heidit, ruddy-faced, een close-set, 
Built lik a smiddy’s anvil! 
‘Aye, frien!’ ah noddit, kindly like. 
‘Y’orlright Jock!’ he smilingly replied. 
O coorse, he maun hae focht, 
Fir the ither side. 
 
 
Auld Lass 
(fir Calum) 
 
Oan the Quad a scunnert luikin collie, 
Sits paws foldit in the smirry rain, 
Heid doun, lugs doun, she’s eager tae be gane, 
Shepherds dinnae gie their dowgs a brolly! 
Her maister’s trauchlin wi thon auld ‘John Deere’ 
The yin that hus the big hydraulic shovel, 
There’s potholes needin fillt that’s bin gien tribble, 
‘Ten meenits, Lass, bide there an dinnae steir!’ 
Lass rests her muzzle doun oan her front paws, 
The rain dreeps frae a stand o auncient Pine, 
She sighs an cocks her lugs an howps that syne, 
They’ll kennle up the bike an suin get gaun. 
Fir nou she fixes aye-an-oan her gaze, 
At thon white plashes pentit oan the braes. 
 
 
Boy Racers 
Beside the Kirkhope Burn a stand of trees, 
A mix of ancient beech and sycamore, 
Green canopies unfettered by the wind. 
This sheltered spot allows them to grow free, 
So that their branches stretch out from their trunks, 
In horizontal lines ten paces long, 
That form a shady arbour where the flies, 
Can congregate and swarm on sunny days. 
It’s here that the ‘Boy Racers’ love to mass, 
Swallows; showing off in fierce fly-pasts. 
This rite of passage must have gone on here, 
Down the dendrochronology of years, 
Generations stretching back through time. 
Amazed, I stood and marvelled at their skill, 
Their darting, twisting runs and breathless turns, 
Like ocean hunters gorging upon shoals, 
Of silvered sardines numbering in millions. 
The lazy summer air alive with insects, 
Draws the Swallows in from every barn, 
Each trying to outdo its feathered neighbour, 
They swoop and glide, beaks snatching as they fly. 
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I watched them as the evening dimmed the sky, 
August’s deepening shadows thrusting longer – 
The call of African skies growing stronger. 
 
Cornua Reparabit Phoebe! 
(fir Phoebe) 
 
‘Cornua Reparabit Phoebe’, 
There wull be munelicht aince agane! 
The beams that lichtit Harden’s men, 
Tae mak his auld faes ‘pey the kain’. 
 
Oan reivin sprees tae herrie kye, 
He’d raise his bugle-horn an blaw, 
An sixty mounted men or mair, 
Wid gaither in some greenwuid shaw. 
 
An as they passed, these wild men, 
Mony’s the cot-hoose in the nicht, 
Wid firmly bar the postern door, 
Douse oot their fires an dim the licht. 
 
The soun o hoof at midnicht hour, 
Caused wife an bairns tae coorie in, 
An pray that they wid oanwarts pass, 
An spare the shilpit hearth athin. 
 
Mounted oan his sturdy hobbler, 
Auld Wat wid gar his reivers strain, 
Till winnin past Reidswyre or Wark, 
Thae michty keeps bigged oot o stane. 
 
An aye they taen byordnar care, 
Tae jouk fray-bells an beacon licht, 
Else brigs an streets aa stievelie chained, 
Bi canny watch-men evri nicht. 
 
Syne plashin throu the muirland burn, 
The screichin whaups his men wid curse, 
De’il  birds, wha micht thaim aa betray, 
An twin thaim o a weel-fillt purse. 
 
Till in the howe-dumb-deid they’d strike, 
Seize cattle-baists an aa their gear, 
Slauchterin aa wha barred their wey, 
Whiles spreidin terror, dreid an fear. 
 
Tho the hot-trod micht weel be raised, 
The blazin turf be heized aloft, 
An slewe hounds lowsed tae cross the Tweed, 
In vain the Tod is aft-times socht! 
 
Back hame agane in his ain ha’, 
Wat Scott o Harden eyes the spoyl, 
A bow o kye an bassened bull, 
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Thon’s nae deif nits fir ae nichts toil! 
 
Sae aiblins fir a month or twa, 
Yer clan wid feast an drink an sing, 
Sma pipe an fiddle lead the dance, 
Till Aikwuid Tower’s auld wa’s wid ring. 
 
Ne’er ye’ll be fasht wi blashy nichts, 
The clood that kythes nary a star, 
Whan Phoebe’s face is hid frae view, 
An nane daur ride doun cleuch or scaur. 
 
Till syne aince mair some cranreuch nicht, 
The bugle’s raised up tae yer lips, 
The hunger’s kennled aince agane, 
An oot yer hellish legion slips. 
 
Oot ower the heichs an howes ye’ll ride, 
Tae aiblins pruive prood Charlton’s bane, 
‘Cornua Reparabit Phoebe’, 
 There wull be munelicht aince agane! 
 
 
Et In Arcadia Ego 
It’s like the warning you get  
On old maps; 
‘Here be dragons!’ 
Or hear in old black and white 
Cowboy films; 
‘Turn around and keep movin, stranger!’ 
The sat-nav’s insistent, 
Repetitive instructions; 
‘Turn around when possible... 
       Turn around when possible... 
              Turn around when possible...’ 
 
Some people are born to ignore the signs, 
The signals, the warnings, 
The oracle’s dire divinations. 
Let’s head over the edge of the world... 
     Warp factor 11, Mr Scott!.... 
             Set the controls for the heart of the sun... 
The green valley opened up before me. 
 
 
Idols 
Derne awa, stane keeps its dwaiblie saicret: 
The Over Kirkhope Orans, an auncient conundrum, 
A rudely etched cartoon, else Gingerbreid Man, 
No some Christian relict, millennia auld. 
Whit haund cairved this? 
Whit muived their hairt? 
This place cuid be the mune – 
As faur as Rome’s concernt. 
Adherents o Knox an glumshy Covenanters 
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Wid ding sic heathenish aberrations doun, 
A papish graven eemage athoot a nem, 
Syne biggin ye intil yer rocky prisons. 
Hou mony miles o stane in Ettrick’s dykes? 
Hou mony saints bide hidlins in these hills?  
 
*The Over Kirkhope Stone is an early Christian memorial stone (or Orans) dating from perhaps the 6th Century. It 
suggests there was an early Christian settlement at the head of the Ettrick valley. It was discovered by Walter Elliot, a 
shepherd in Over Kirkhope farm in the 1850’s. It’s reckoned that many such stones were broken up and used in dyke 
building 
 
 
Renewables 
Love thaim or hate thaim 
Wind Turbines are hear tae stey 
They’re the new Marmite! 
 
Solar Panels, mate!? 
Stick thaim whaur the sun don’t shine! 
Ya mad rocket ye! 
 
That’s the first sighting 
Of an Elephant sparrow 
Very rare and... Oh...! 
 
Blots on the landscape! 
No sir! Never on my land! 
Ehhhhhh...  How much a year!?  
 
Struan won’t have them! 
‘Subsidy Junkies’ he says – 
He’s into ‘Fracking’! 
 
 
In the Beginning... 
Almost five hundred million years ago, 
Continents forced an accretionary wedge, 
Coarse Greywacke from the far Silurian age, 
Mountains formed, ground down by ice and snow, 
Retreating glaciers left smooth undulations; 
Green Bodebeck Law, Wind Fell and Ettrick Pen. 
The Ice-Age dumped strange hummocky moraines, 
Boulder clay from Ettrick’s first formation; 
The standing stones of Neolithic man, 
Who clashed with wolves and bears to win this land, 
Fought with fierce tusked boars with spear in hand, 
And from the stars rotations formed a plan, 
To sow his crops and safely herd his sheep, 
And harvest blue whinstone to build his keeps. 
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Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project 
 

Invitation to Tender  
Specification for Signage and Interpretation Project 

 
Intention to tender – express interest by email before 3rd May 2013 to Julie@sup.org.uk 

 
 

Signage and Interpretation Project – Ettrick and Yarrow Valleys, Selkirkshire, Scottish Borders 
 
Introduction 
The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project wish to appoint a suitably qualified person or organisation to 
scope, plan and design Signage and Interpretation for both valleys to enhance the visitor experience.  
We would like you to look at the area and decide how best to group our attractions so that we have a 
range of “products” to entice visitors. 
 
The work can commence any time from June 2013 and must be delivered no later than 30th September 
2013. The maximum budget provision for this project is £5,500 including VAT if applicable. This project has 
been funded by Scottish Borders LEADER and has access to local volunteers who may be able to offer local 
knowledge if required. 
 
Background 
The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project are working with the local community to bring their historic 
and naturally beautiful landscape to life and to create a new product or products for visitors to the Ettrick 
and Yarrow Valleys in the Borders. 
 
The valleys have a wealth of history and are home to writers, artists, musicians and sculptors old and new. 
We can boast stunning scenery, historical sites, a huge range of native wildlife, a multitude of cycling and 
walking trails as well as many lochs and rivers which have SSSI status. Popular attractions include: Bowhill 
House, The Salmon Viewing Centre, Battle of Philiphaugh Site and St Mary’s Loch. In May a new James 
Hogg Exhibition will open in the Ettrick Valley. 
The Ettrick and Yarrow cover an area of approximately 200 square miles that lie between the ancient 
historic towns of Selkirk and Moffat 
 
Project Specification 
You are invited to submit proposals to scope, cost and design a cohesive signage and interpretation 
package for the valleys that includes all key tourism sites, native wildlife, walking and cycling routes and 
places of interest. We would like to appeal to a wide range of visitor types including children and families.  
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This is an open brief and we are interested in receiving creative design proposals 
for the project including suggestions for mobile phone / ipad apps (but please note that there is limited 
mobile phone and broadband coverage, especially in the Ettrick Valley). We are keen to ensure the 
interpretation and signage appeals to people of all ages and gender, engages local business (e.g. local pubs) 
and encourages repeat visits to the valleys  
 
 
As a minimum the supplier will: 
 
Scope, research and prepare a signage and interpretation plan and design a minimum of 6 interpretation 
boards that are site specific.  
 
Ensure that all signage plans meet with local authority guidelines and restrictions, and identify where 
Statutory Approvals will be required. 
 
Indicate where way markers or signage may be appropriate 
 
Design a guide (for digital download with printed option that can also be used on the valleys website) 
 
Design a promotional flyer showing all interpretation sites (A3 folded to DL) 
 
Attend a stakeholder workshop to present proposals and receive feedback  
 
Supply detailed information on cost for the entire signage and interpretation project.  
 
Indicate where land owner permissions need to be sought. 
 
Outline any issues there may be with taking the plan to the next stage 
 
Provide all the above elements as hard copy and digitally (pdf and graphic files suitable for commercial 
printing) 
 
Budget 
Our budget is modest, but we have the following resources available: 
Up to £5,500 capital for the work as outlined including VAT 
Volunteer help from community members 
Officer time from Scottish Borders Council Economic Development Team if require. 
 
Optional Specification 
We are mindful that with a limited budget, there is only so much we can achieve but would like to explore 
digital options where possible. We would welcome costed proposals for any or all of the following options: 
 
An audio trail, mobile website or digital app (static or interactive) with low ongoing management and 
maintenance costs (but see the caveat above with regard to mobile phone and broadband coverage). 
 
This should be presented as a separate element of the project plan and not impact on the delivery of the 
minimum requirements as outlined above. 
  
Submission 
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Your submission should set out the methodology you would follow to arrive at the required outcomes, the 
timescale for delivering them and the fee that you would require.  
Please ensure the submission is clear about what is being delivered within the fee proposed and clearly 
state any assumption or expected requirement of the client, and any exclusions. 
All expenses should be included in the fee proposal. 
You should also submit evidence of your suitability to undertake this commission. As a minimum, please 
provide the following information: 

 The type and size of your company, how long it has been established, and the type of work that it 
has undertaken. 

 Examples of previous, relevant, commissions and their Clients (and indicate if they can be 
approached for references). 

 Present workload and evidence that you have sufficient resources to carry out this commission. 

 Who would be working on this commission, their specific skills and relevant experience, and any 
evidence of their familiarity with the Ettrick and Yarrow Valleys 

 Your proposals for regular communication with the Project Officer and local volunteers 

 Confirmation of your Professional Indemnity and Public Liability Insurance. 
All the above will be taken into consideration in the quality assessment of your submission. 
All submissions will be evaluated by cost and quality in the ratio of 20/80.  
Please address all submissions to: 
 
Julie Nock 
Development Officer. 
Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project c/o Buccleuch Estates, Bowhill, Selkirk, TD7 5LS  
Julie @sup.org.uk  
01750 23760 
 
Timetable 
Intention to tender – express interest by email before 3rd May 2013 
Closing date for tenders 10th May 2013 (16:00 hrs) 
Evaluation Assessment until May 24th   2013 
Interviews w/c 3rd June 2013 
Tender awarded 10th June 2013 
Commencement June 2013 

Project report, costs and detailed plans agreed and received no later than 30th September 2013. 

 

Additional resource: 

 Please email if you would like a copy of the recent signage audit. 
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ETTRICK AND YARROW DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

Invitation to Tender  

Graphic Design  
Introduction 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project wish to appoint a suitably qualified person or company to 

design a number of interpretation boards and printed media. 

The project recently commissioned a feasibility study of all the signage and interpretation sites in both 

valleys and the results of this study will soon be available. We are now seeking a Graphic Designer to bring 

all these elements together and produce a template for all marketing materials in order to gain a cohesive 

design.  The successful applicant will be required to liaise with Scotland Tourism Solutions who are writing 

and compiling the content of the items listed below. 

In addition, the Ettrick and Yarrow Tourism Group are currently working on a website for the valleys and 

we would like to ensure that all marketing materials are of a similar appearance. Therefore some work will 

be required in liaising with their web designer at Bordernet. 

Work required 

Template design for all interpretation and printed media 

Produce 6 interpretation board designs (copy and suggested images will be supplied)  

Design a guide for digital download and print – all copy will be supplied (approx 8,000 words plus images) – 

to help visitors navigate their way around the interpretation sites 

Design an A4 folded promotional flier – all copy will be supplied 

Provide all above elements as hard copy and digital files suitable for commercial printing. In the future we 

hope to be able to load content onto tablets and mobile devices so this should be taken into consideration 

when designing the guide and flier. 

 

Submissions 

When making your proposal please provide us with examples of any relevant previous work as the contract 

will be awarded on a cost/quality ratio of 20/80. 
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Timetable 

Signage and Interpretation feasibility studies will be available by 30th September and we would aim to have 

final designs by 31st October.  

Please submit your quote and examples of work no later than September 20th 2013. The contract will be 

awarded no later than 30th September 2013 

Budget 

Up to £1,400 including VAT  

Submitting your tender 

Please email your quote and examples of work to Julie Nock at the email address below. 

Julie Nock 

Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project 

T: 01750 23760 E: Julie@sup.org.uk 

 

This project has been funded by Scottish Borders LEADER, The Big Lottery, Buccleuch Estates and the Southern 

Uplands Partnership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Julie@sup.org.uk
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Yarrow Valleys 
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Introduction - Ettrick & Yarrow - what’s in a name? 

 

The term ‘Ettrick & Yarrow’ has historically been seen around the area for many years: for 

example, as a commercial brand, such as Ettrick & Yarrow Spinners. Sometimes the name 

appears as ‘Yarrow & Ettrick’ - e.g. Yarrow & Ettrick Pastoral Society (founded 1906). There are 

other examples. 

 

However, as a branding or identifiable area in Scottish tourism terms it has such a low profile on 

line as to be virtually invisible. Only one website, with thin content, appears in a tourism context if 

the term ‘Ettrick and Yarrow’ is searched in Google as at August 2013.   

 

Further, checking the national tourist board’s main piece of print covering the Scottish Borders, 

VisitScotland’s promotional guide ‘Explore the Scottish Borders / What to See and Do 2013-14’ 

refers to the location as ‘Selkirk and surrounding area (p04 - ‘The Scottish Borders at a glance...) 

However,  there is a reference to the ‘mesmerising Ettrick and Yarrow rivers’ in a wildlife context 

(p06). Meanwhile in the same publication, P11 mentions the ‘gentle Ettrickfoot & Yair route, 

following the tranquil Ettrick water’ [sic] - in connection with cycling, and there are other passing 

mentions, though usually of features within E & Y itself rather than the area as a brand.  

 

Overall, a lack of Internet search results, plus only a token presence on a heavily promoted 

national tourist guide suggest ‘Ettrick & Yarrow’ (Valleys), as a brand, is of no significance to the 

national tourist board at present - and, therefore, will not be visible to the relevant visitor market 

sector. 

 

The comprehensive signage record in photos for the Ettrick & Yarrow area, prepared for the SUP 

in 2012, reflects the present situation. Ettrick & Yarrow, as a coherent and logical area with an 

offering to visitors, is barely visible on existing signage - though, naturally, the area has signage of 

all kinds. 

 

However, though signage is basically an aid to visitor orientation, it should also be seen as one 

important element in what amounts to a branding exercise.  

 

Signage: Background and observations during summer 2013. 

 

In general, depending on the importance of the route, there is a kind of signage ‘hierarchy’. This is 

governed by the official Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions (TSRGD) and is the law 

that sets out the design and conditions of use of official traffic signs that can be legally placed on 

or near roads. Though European agreements categorize eight different types of road signs, we are 

here only concerned with two:  ‘Information, facilities or service’ signs and, to a lesser extent 

‘direction position or indication’ signs.  

 

As there are no motorways close to the area, the highest level worth commenting on are the 

primary routes (white lettering on dark green with yellow route numbers). These are the direction-

only ‘official’ main road signs with distances (e.g. Selkirk A708 34). As far as can be ascertained 

nowhere in Ettrick or Yarrow appears on an official primary route road sign - obviously because 

neither Ettrick nor Yarrow is considered part of a primary route. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traffic_Signs_Regulations_and_General_Directions
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traffic_signs
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What are officially described as non primary routes have destinations in black lettering on a white 

background.  An example of this is the current arrangement in the ‘gateway’ town of Moffat, where 

within the town Selkirk is the given destination for the A708, joined by St Mary’s Loch on another 

sign about a mile north of the town. Similarly, St Mary’s Loch as a destination is signed south-

bound by the Philiphaugh battle site though at this time (August 2013) for an ‘A’ road sign it is in 

exceptionally poor condition, its reflective properties covered by a dirty green film. 

 

A 1994 amendment to the law introduced a system of white-on-brown directional signs for tourist 

and recreational attractions. These, in turn, are in some situations linked to the noted ‘Thistle 

signs’ regulated by the national tourist board, VisitScotland, with a specific set of criteria for 

eligibility - see http://www.visitscotland.org/pdf/Tourist-Signposting-In-

Scotland%20Jan%202011.pdf Thistle signs are nationally recognised as indicating attractions and 

businesses and there is anecdotal evidence (at least) within the industry of the very positive 

impact these signs can make on a business. 

 

A good example in the area is the Thistle sign for the Ettrick Marshes. (The density or frequency of 

Thistle signs in an area must be at least a broad indicator of the relative ‘attractiveness’ of any 

given area in tourism terms.) Specific Ettrick & Yarrow Thistle signs are: Salmon Viewing Centre 

with Bowhill; Bowhill, Broadmeadows Youth Hostel, Honey Cottage, Ettrick Marshes. 

 

Finally, there is a range of directional / destination signs for smaller places and local destinations. 

These are black on white usually with a black border.  

 

Beyond that, is the miscellany of (official or otherwise) roadside signs and labels including 

branding elements such as ‘Welcome to....’ and individual commercial business signs. We will 

differentiate between ‘signage’ and ‘interpretation’ by stating that by signage will mean ‘able to be 

read at a glance, sometimes from a moving vehicle’. 

 

As can be seen from viewing the comprehensive photography of signs in Yarrow, Ettrick and 

Megget in 2012, these are not only extremely varied in size, helpfulness and legibility, but in the 

case of traffic signs (to destinations) seem to have a tendency - not altogether illogical though - to 

signpost places which lie through and beyond the two valleys. For example the B7009 at Selkirk is 

signed for Langholm, 48 miles away, though it does include Ettrickbridge (also signed again at the 

General’s Bridge). Almost uniquely - and certainly ironically - also at the Selkirk junction above (i.e. 

the B7009 with the A708) is a brown sign ‘Ettrick Valley Hotels B & B’ - one of the very few places 

where ‘Ettrick Valley’ appears on a roadside sign.  

 

At Moffat, a southern ‘gateway’ to the area, the town centre A708 sign certainly gives Selkirk, but 

certainly not ‘Yarrow Valley’. Perhaps most telling of all in these samples of current ‘official’ 

direction/ traffic signs, the signpost by the Gordon Arms, pointing east at the crossroads on the 

A708 indicates Hawick and Langholm (without distances) and completely misses out any mention 

of anything in Ettrick Valley, presumably on the grounds of there are no settlements of a size in the 

valley that qualify for a mention.  Ettrick Valley is, however, signposted, in both directions via the 

Swire Road, at Yarrow. It may be safely concluded that the scarcity of signage indicating either 

Ettrick Valley or Yarrow Valley is connected to the practical reality: there have been no 

commercial/ tourism reasons to especially flag them up before the present initiative got under way. 

 

http://www.visitscotland.org/pdf/Tourist-Signposting-In-Scotland%20Jan%202011.pdf
http://www.visitscotland.org/pdf/Tourist-Signposting-In-Scotland%20Jan%202011.pdf
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In other words, while it can be generally concluded that signage in and around E & M is 

inadequate and, in some places, missing entirely, this situation is only significant if Ettrick & 

Yarrow becomes - through marketing efforts - an entity, brand or experience from a visitor point of 

view. The linking of the E & Y names to commerce or organisations in the past (e.g. spinners or 

pastoral societies as mentioned above) to indicate their provenance has clearly, in most cases, not 

been enough to justify traffic direction signs!  

 

Why do we need traffic/direction signs?  

Sometimes they also help define the brand. 

 

Looking at parallels in other parts of Scotland, it becomes clear that ‘Ettrick & Yarrow’ really has 

the same status and is probably perceived in the same way as other area names in Scotland, such 

as Buchan, The Mearns or Lochaber. These three areas can be identified locality-wise with a 

greater or lesser degree of precision; they appear from time to time as part of an area identifier or 

as element in commercial brands - but, generally, are not relevant to road traffic signage.  

 

There is a parallel with another (and, for the moment, more famous) part of Scotland. The 

Trossachs were ‘put on the tourism map’ by Sir Walter Scott (who also made an impact on the 

early visitor awareness of St Mary’s Loch). Yet there is no geographical definition of The 

Trossachs boundary, though most agree where they are centred. The Trossachs may be well-

known in Scotland tourism terms, but no two guidebooks give exactly the same definition or say 

where they end. 

 

In the case of The Trossachs, roadside signage - though not necessarily traffic direction signs - 

help define them. They are - almost -as much a brand, established through centuries of marketing, 

than a physical entity.  

 

Thus, the physical location of ‘brand Ettrick & Yarrow’, covering two parallel river valleys with 

several approach routes, may - Trossachs-like! - may ultimately be less important than the 

experiences that the brand offers to visitors (the tranquillity, heritage and so on) - so long as 

prominent E & Y signage appears on our own agreed (though arguably notional) boundaries. 

 

Defining the area / highlighting the brand by ‘Welcome to….’ signs 

 

It is therefore suggested that, from a purely signage (not information but branding) point of view, 

‘Welcome to Ettrick & Yarrow’ signs are placed in the following locations: 

 

* On the A708 from Moffat - at the Scottish Borders administrative boundary. 

* On the B709 from Innerleithen - overlooking Yarrow Valley, a little way above the Gordon Arms 

Hotel. (An interpretation panel is also suggested for this location. This is covered below.) 

* On the B711, from Hawick. 

* On the B7009, close to Selkirk. 

* On the A708, close to or at Waterwheel Cafe, (An interpretation panel is also suggested here.) 

* On the B709 from Langholm. 

 

In addition, the Megget Reservoir road and the Ashkirk road should also be considered, though 

inbound traffic figures are likely to be low.  Perhaps smaller signs should be used 
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The issue of a strap-line or tag-line along with the phrase ‘Welcome to Ettrick & Yarrow’ should be 

separately considered. If pursued, then, naturally, the few words should try to encapsulate the 

brand values as perceived by the tourism group. 

 

  

 

 

Valley to valley - cross-linking signs 

 

As the brand Ettrick & Yarrow implies visitors experiencing both valleys, it should be made as easy 

as possible for visitors by car or bike to cross between the two. 

 

There are obviously only three links between the valleys for motor traffic. For example, both north 

and south-bound visitors passing through Yarrow are directed on to the Swire Road with ‘Ettrick 

Valley’ signs. However, no reciprocal signage is currently in place at the other end of the Swire, by 

Ettrickbridge. As noted above, no Ettrick Valley signs exist at the Gordon Arms Berrybush Road 

crossroad; while similarly, Yarrow Valley is not indicated at the Ettrick Valley end. Thus, of the two 

main cross-links in the upper Ettrick, only one sign (out of a possible four) points to the other 

valley.  

 

There are other anomalies - by the B7039 a rare Yarrow Valley sign can be seen at the 

Carterhaugh Bridge but there is no reciprocal Ettrick Valley sign by the General’s Bridge.  This 

‘missing’ traffic sign is especially important as there is a recommendation (see below) that a 

general ‘Welcome to Ettrick & Yarrow’ information board is located (probably) at the Waterwheel 

Cafe.  A General’s Bridge sign would make it even clearer to visitors, having read the information 

board, to select which valley to visit first.  

 

 

 

Specific recommendations - interpretation 

 

The Ettrick & Yarrow Community Development Plan of July 2012 introduces the tourism-related 

themes for the valleys. These include nature-related/wildlife; activity - walking, cycling, sailing etc; 

history and heritage; creative arts and crafts; also local events. 

 

At present, little or no ‘roadside’ interpretation exists that takes up any of these themes. For 

example, as noted in the earlier signage survey, the Megget Water car park signs are 

comprehensive but unhappily all but illegible with the passage of time. Apart from mostly James 

Hogg themed boards at St Mary’s Loch, in the entire Yarrow Valley any old-established 

information notices/plaques/etc are all but hidden from the main road traveller. (For example, 

Mungo Park’s birthplace or Tam Linn’s well.)  

 

Likewise, interpretation board/plaques/panels - i.e. any kind of publicly visible information or 

narrative - are few and far between in the Ettrick Valley. The plaque on the Ettrickbridge bridge is 
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easily missed. The location of the new-ish, wide-ranging and well-written large board at Boston 

Hall is too far up the valley to serve as an introduction. The Borders Forest Trust panels on either 

end of the Ettrick Marshes are looking ‘tired’ at the car parks and some of the boards on the walk 

from the Honey Cottage end have been vandalised (cigarette or match burns, perhaps). 

 

To meet this need, interpretation boards should be placed at strategic locations in the area. This 

note recommends that six boards are located as follows. NB The numbers 1-6 do not in any sense 

suggest order of importance and are used only as an aid to finding the copy for each board, which 

is on a different document.  

 

It is suggested that these boards are c 500mm x 1000mm in dimensions, and display between 500 

and 900 words each. Final dimensions will be confirmed by board designers.  

 

Board 1 - at Waterwheel Cafe (or other location BEFORE the General’s Bridge that allows visitor 

to make a choice between visiting Ettrick OR Yarrow). 

 

Headings/topics: Welcome to Ettrick and Yarrow (general intro - what to see in do in both valleys) 

 

- an initial orientation board, with promotional copy and key message about lots to see. 

 

 

 

Board 2 - at Yarrow (by the Swire Road / main road junction, close to the kirk). 

 

Headings/topics: Yarrow Kirk, Deuchar Bridge, Swire Road, Yarrow Stone, Dowie Dens of Yarrow 

as classic Border ballad. 

 

- a more detailed board, implicit message that there are things to see in the immediate vicinity that 

might not be immediately apparent. 

 

 

 

Board 3 - at St Mary’s Loch 

 

Headings/topics: General facts about St Mary’s Loch and history of tourism connection. Also 

Ettrick Shepherd and historical links.  Walks from St Mary’s Loch. Alternatively, a general 

introduction. 

 

NB This is the only board at a ‘honey-pot’ - as this kind of site is sometimes termed - i.e. a place 

where considerable numbers of people already gather. Because there is a small element of 

overlap with the kind of information provided by old Borders Regional Council boards nearby, 

alternative copy is proposed to make the board more of an introduction to the area, i.e. intended 

for visitors arriving from the south. 

 

 

 

Board 4 - above the Gordon Arms Hotel, at lay-by on Paddyslacks road (or could go opposite 

hotel). 
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Headings / topics: Welcome to the Yarrow Valley / what to see, The Border Scots tongue, Local 

place name elements, The Border reivers. 

 

Implicit message that this area is different and has its own specific heritage and culture. 

 

 

 

Board 5 - at public road end in Ettrick Valley 

 

Headings / topics:  The Ettrick Forest of old, The shape of the land (geology), The Ettrick 

horseshoe - information for walkers. 

 

This board is intended to convey a sense of the history of the locality. 

 

 

 

Board 6 - west of Singliehill in Ettrick Valley at small lay-by [Ref OS Sheet 73 (L/ranger) 358213] 

 

Topics / headings: The sheep farming year in Ettrick, Birdlife of the open hill, Geocaching in 

Ettrick. 

 

This conveys the ‘personality’ of the valley - and fulfils an observed need: that many visitors are 

keen on finding out about local farming practices. 

 

 

 

Note - existing information panels in the area.  

 

These mostly comprise a cluster at St Mary’s Loch, Megget Water and one at the Boston Hall. As 

noted elsewhere in this report, the Megget Water boards are no longer fit for purpose and should 

be either renewed or removed. The metal boards by the former Borders Regional Council at St 

Mary’s Loch are now somewhat marked but otherwise have stood the test of time. The Boston Hall 

board is new and wide-ranging. 

 

Aside from dedicated information panels, there are other (small) historical plaques and signs. One, 

for example, records the historical significance of the (soon to be former?) Broadmeadows Youth 

Hostel. There is a kind of charm about this kind of old sign/plaque that not only is part of the 

community heritage and may give the visitor a sense of discovery and also a sense of the age of 

the sign, e.g. carved plaques marking Mungo Park birthplace or Tam Linn’s Well or the origins of 

the bridge at Ettrickbridge. This kind of plaque / sign should be kept in place and maintained for its 

historic connections alone. 

 

However, these same topics, i.e. Tam Linn at Carterhaugh and the Mungo Park birthplace, along 

with locations such as the Yarrow Stone, St Mary’s kirkyard and the Ettrick Marshes are potential 

examples of a different tier of information board or panel - specific to one location and topic - and 

should be kept in mind for a further phase of interpretation in the Valleys. 
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Summary: 

 

* Ettrick & Yarrow have a very low profile as a part of the Scottish Borders and are not yet 

consistently promoted - as a brand - by the national tourist board, VisitScotland. 

 

* It follows that signage has a part to play in a wider branding exercise to raise the profile of E & Y.  

 

* Ettrick & Yarrow does not appear on any primary road signs (white lettering on green). 

 

* St Mary’s Loch is the most often visible ‘destination’ on secondary road signs (black on white 

with black border). 

 

* Ettrick & Yarrow may be notionally defined by new signposting, but like The Trossachs, the area 

can just as easily be defined by what it offers visitors - this ultimately being more important than 

strict geographical definitions. 

 

* In practical terms, at least six new ‘Welcome to Ettrick & Yarrow’ signs should be placed on the 

principal routes into the area, with another two (smaller) covering unclassified roads. 

 

* There are inconsistencies and gaps in cross linking the valleys by name. 

 

* Yarrow and to a greater extent Ettrick is currently underprovided with on-the-ground information 

panels/boards 

 

* Six new boards and locations are identified in this report. 

 

* Some existing information sources, though idiosyncratic, should be retained as part of the area’s 

charm and heritage. 

 

 

 

Gilbert Summers  

26 Sep 2013 

mustseescotland@outlook.com 

www.scotlandtourismsolutions.com 

Tel 01368 830973 / 07551661093 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.2.4 

mailto:mustseescotland@outlook.com
http://www.scotlandtourismsolutions.com/
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7.2.5 Interpretation Boards 
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7.2.6 Map 
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7.2.7 Website screen capture 
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7.2.8 A3 Flier 
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 7.2.9 Downloadable Guide 



76 
 



77 
 



78 
 



79 
 



80 
 



81 
 



82 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



83 
 
7.2.10 Signage Quote 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hi Julie, 
  
Please find your quotation as requested, 
 
Interpretation Boards 
  
1800mm x 800mm Aluminium landscape sign 
Faced with a digital print direct to panel 
Radius corners 
2 runs of clip extrusions on reverse 
2 x 3000mm long x 76mm dia aluminium white posts 
76mm white post caps 
76mm white clip, nut & bolts 
76mm base plates 
Post mix concrete 
Fitting 
7 of - £743.55 each 
  
  
1500mm x 1200mm Aluminium landscape sign 
Faced with a digital print direct to panel 
Radius corners 
3 runs of clip extrusions on reverse 
2 x 3500mm long x 89mm dia aluminium white posts 
89mm white post caps 
89mm white clip, nut & bolts 
89mm base plates 
Post mix concrete 
Fitting 
8 of £787.15 each 
  
Artwork – I understand that the artwork is complete for the Interpretation panels and estimate artwork for the welcome 
signs at £120.00 
  
   
Grand total - £11,622.05 
  
All costs are exclusive of vat 
  
Kind regards 
  
Allen 
 
Advanced Signs 
Botany Mill 
Galashiels  
TD1 1PB 
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7.3  

Cycle Route Studies 
7.3.1 Bowhill Off Road and Minchmoor to Yarrowford Tender Document P85 

7.3.2 Bowhill links Tender Document P92 

7.3.3 Bowhill Shared Use Path Feasibility Study page 97 

7.3.4 Minchmoor to Yarrowford Shared Use Path Feasibility Study page 159 

7.3.5 Bowhill Links Feasibility Study page 208 
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Tender Documents for two sites in the Ettrick and Yarrow Valleys: 1. Bowhill Off Road Cycle Route 2. Minchmoor 

to Yarrowford Cycle Route  

Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project 

1. Bowhill off road Cycle Route 

Invitation to Tender  

 

Please note: if you intend to submit a proposal please email Julie Nock Julie@sup.org.uk before 8th April 2013 

Project Background 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project have secured funds to take ideas from the 2012 Ettrick and Yarrow 

Community Plan to the next stage (see: www.sup.org.uk for further details) 

The majority of feasibility studies we plan to undertake are with a view to increasing tourism revenue. The Ettrick 

and Yarrow area has over 680 tourist beds (camping, caravanning, B&B, cottage, hotels), stunning scenery and 

wealth of history. 

Favoured routes for cycle tourism (Innerleithen/Glentress) are just on the edge of the valleys area and we would like 

to find ways to attract these people down into the valleys. The Ettrick and Yarrow has been a preferred route for the 

Tour of Britain in recent years and hosts yearly events such as the Durty Triathlon. 

Two new cycle routes are being taken to the next stage and are being tendered as separate projects. These new 

routes will provide a link to existing tracks and improve the network of cycle routes throughout the lower valleys. 

 

Tender Details 

We are seeking tenders from suitably qualified companies or individuals to undertake feasibility of the Bowhill Off 

Road Cycle Route.  You will be required to provide plans, construction details and estimated construction costs for 

the route. In addition you are expected to outline any local planning, environmental or landowner issues and provide 

a detailed report indicating all required way marking, signposting and marketing opportunities.  

 

Site Details 

The proposed route runs from Bowhill House to Yarrow Village (see attached map) making use of existing track 

where possible. The proposed route will be designed to accommodate cyclists, pedestrians and other users. Separate 

feasibility is being undertaken for the Plora Rig (Minchmoor) to Yarrowford route and will need to be considered in 

the overall design for the Bowhill section as the two tracks must link. 

mailto:Julie@sup.org.uk
http://www.sup.org.uk/
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Required Works 

1. Validate the proposed route illustrated in the tender documents and identify any alternative routes and the 

reason for them.  

2. Make contact with the various landowners and seek their opinion on the proposed improvements to existing 

tracks and on the use of their land for any new sections of Pathway.  

3. Consult with SBC, SNH and other key stakeholders so that you can indicate any issues with planning or 

environmental concerns that may hamper development of the proposed route. Provide mitigation measures 

for any issues or concerns raised by consultees. Please note: you are only expected to make preliminary 

contact/consultation for items 2 and 3 not gain detailed agreements. 

4. Identify any statutory approvals required and give costs to prepare and submit statutory approval 

applications if they cannot be included in the feasibility quotation.  

5. Finalise route and report to client 

6. Survey and wheel measure the existing tracks and paths. Comment on surfaces, gradients, trail structures 

(gates and stiles etc) and highlight any construction, drainage and safety issues. Photographs should be taken 

for reference. 

7. Suggest and provide outline designs for new sections of pathway required to complete the proposed links 

and any re-routes that may be needed to ensure gradients are cycling friendly. 

8. Draw approximate scale plans of link trail on A3 size O.S. backdrops, with each 1-2km section more fully 

detailed on A3 layout drawings. The location of features/improvements/drainage/re-routes etc, to be clearly 

shown and marked with chainage points.  

9. Detail improvements to surfaces and drainage and any other works required to bring the existing pathways 

and tracks up to ‘multi-use’ standards. Provide construction specifications, standard drawings, suggest 

materials sources and comment on machine access.  

10. Provide Bills of Quantity for all works suitable for issuing as part of a tender package and indicate if it would 

be possible to use volunteer (i.e. Local people or Community Service Volunteers) labour and how this may 

impact on overall costs. 

11. Suggest ways in which secure stock control can be retained at field/farm boundaries while reducing the 

number of gates to be opened and shut. Unimpeded progress along the pathway should be the aim.  

12. Provide an outline maintenance schedule for the pathway and estimate yearly inspection/upkeep costs. 

13. Map way marking and signage points for the route and give costs for installation.  

14. Identify possible users of new route and suggest how it could be promoted. 

15. Suggest possible funding sources to implement the new route 

16. Produce detailed report outlining points 1-15 

Conditions of appointment 

The appointment will be made by exchange of correspondence.  

The appointment may be terminated by The Client on payment of all fees for work completed to date of termination.  

All research papers, report and illustrative materials will be passed to the Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project 

who will be given joint copyright with the Consultant to use as they see fit. 

 

Response to the Brief  

The consultant shall submit the following information: 

The methodology for the commission  
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An outline work programme  

Portfolio of previous work – images to be submitted digitally 2MB maximum per image  

In addition, please provide details on: 

The type and size of your organisation, how long established, types of work previously undertaken, previous clients 

(please indicate if these can be approached for reference), current workload, evidence that you have sufficient 

resources to undertake the project, skills list of those people who will undertake the project. 

Insurance:  

Do you have PI / PL insurance and to what level. Have you ever had a claim made against you or a contract 

terminated? 

 

Requirements of Appointment 

Two Client progress meetings  

Presentation of final designs to Client and key stakeholders  

 

Scoring criteria  

Although cost shall be a major consideration, a value for money judgement will also be made. The following criteria 

will be used by the Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project in consideration of an eventual appointment:  

Results - evidence from previous work indicating the consultancy’s ability to undertake the study.  

Quality - evidence of understanding the brief, co-operative working with clients, and ability to meet the deadlines. 

  

Selecting the Successful Consultant  

Following the receipt of tenders the proposals will be scored. Should there not be one outstanding proposal a 

shortlist of consultancies will be invited to interview on  

Thursday 2nd May 2013. 

   

Attachments 

Map of proposed route through the lower Yarrow  

 

Time scales 

Tender period: deadline for all applications is 19th April 2013 

Contact will be awarded week commencing 6th May 2013 
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All works must be completed and report received by 27th September 2013 

 

Fees 

This is a LEADER funded project so there is a total of £1850 for this work including VAT (if applicable) which will be 

paid as a lump sum on completion of the project.   

 

Submission Details 

Please submit your tender by post or e-mail to: 
Julie Nock   
Ettrick and Yarrow Valleys Development Project 
c/o Buccleuch Estates Office 
Bowhill 
Selkirk 
TD7 5LS  
e: Julie@sup.org.uk 
 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss the route please contact  
Julie Nock 
t: 01750 23760 
 

2. Minchmoor to Yarrowford Cycle Route 

Invitation to Tender 

Please note: if you intend to submit a proposal please email Julie Nock Julie@sup.org.uk before 8th April 2013 

Project Background 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project have secured funds to take ideas from the 2012 Ettrick and Yarrow 

Community Plan to the next stage (see: www.sup.org.uk for further details) 

The majority of feasibility studies we plan to undertake are with a view to increasing tourism revenue. The Ettrick 

and Yarrow area has over 680 tourist beds (camping, caravanning, B&B, cottage, hotels), stunning scenery and 

wealth of history. 

Favoured routes for cycle tourism (Innerleithen/Glentress) are just on the edge of the valleys area and we would like 

to find ways to attract these people down into the valleys. The Ettrick and Yarrow has been a preferred route for the 

Tour of Britain in recent years and hosts yearly events such as the Durty Triathlon. 

Two new cycle routes are being taken to the next stage and are being tendered as separate projects. These new 

routes will provide a link to existing tracks and improve the network of cycle routes throughout the lower valleys. 

 

Tender Details 

mailto:Julie@sup.org.uk
http://www.sup.org.uk/
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We are seeking tenders from suitably qualified companies or individuals to undertake feasibility of the Minchmoor to 

Yarrowford Cycle Route.  You will be required to provide plans, construction details and estimated construction costs 

for the route. In addition you are expected to outline any local planning, environmental or landowner issues and 

provide a detailed report indicating all required way marking, signposting and marketing opportunities.  

 

Site Details 

The proposed route provides a link to existing tracks beginning at Plora Rig and terminating at Yarrowford (see 

attached map) where it should join the Bowhill Off Road Cycle Route. The proposed route will be designed to 

accommodate cyclists, pedestrians and other users. Separate feasibility is being undertaken for the Bowhill Off Road 

route and will need to be considered in the overall design for the Minchmoor section as the two tracks must link. 

Required Works 

1. Validate the proposed route illustrated in the tender documents and identify any alternative routes and the 

reason for them.  

2. Make contact with the various landowners and seek their opinion on the proposed improvements to existing 

tracks and on the use of their land for any new sections of Pathway.  

3. Consult with SBC, SNH and other key stakeholders so that you can indicate any issues with planning or 

environmental concerns that may hamper development of the proposed route. Provide mitigation measures 

for any issues or concerns raised by consultees. Please note: you are only expected to make preliminary 

contact/consultation for items 2 and 3 not gain detailed agreements. 

4. Identify any statutory approvals required and give costs to prepare and submit statutory approval 

applications if they cannot be included in the feasibility quotation.  

5. Finalise route and report to client 

6. Survey and wheel measure the existing tracks and paths. Comment on surfaces, gradients, trail structures 

(gates and stiles etc) and highlight any construction, drainage and safety issues. Photographs should be taken 

for reference. 

7. Suggest and provide outline designs for new sections of pathway required to complete the proposed links 

and any re-routes that may be needed to ensure gradients are cycling friendly. 

8. Draw approximate scale plans of link trails on A3 size O.S. backdrops, with each 1-2km section more fully 

detailed on A3 layout drawings. The location of features/improvements/drainage/re-routes etc,  to be clearly 

shown and marked with chainage points.  

9. Detail improvements to surfaces and drainage and any other works required to bring the existing pathways 

and tracks up to ‘multi-use’ standards. Provide construction specifications, standard drawings, suggest 

materials sources and comment on machine access.  

10. Provide Bills of Quantity for all works suitable for issuing as part of a tender package and indicate if it would 

be possible to use volunteer (i.e. Local people or Community Service Volunteers) labour and how this may 

impact on overall costs. 

11. Suggest ways in which secure stock control can be retained at field/farm boundaries while reducing the 

number of gates to be opened and shut. Unimpeded progress along the pathway should be the aim.  

12. Provide an outline maintenance schedule covering a 10 year period for the pathway and estimate yearly 

inspection/upkeep costs. 

13. Map way marking and signage points for the route and give costs for installation.  

14. Identify possible users of new route and suggest how it could be promoted. 

15. Suggest possible funding sources to implement the new route 

16. Produce detailed report outlining points 1-15 
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Conditions of appointment 

The appointment will be made by exchange of correspondence.  

The appointment may be terminated by The Client on payment of all fees for work completed to date of termination.  

All research papers, report and illustrative materials will be passed to the Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project 

who will be given joint copyright with the Consultant to use as they see fit. 

 

Response to the Brief  

The consultant shall submit the following information: 

• The methodology for the commission  

• An outline work programme  

• Portfolio of previous work – images to be submitted digitally 2MB maximum per image  

In addition, please provide details on: 

The type and size of your organisation, how long established, types of work previously undertaken, previous clients 

(please indicate if these can be approached for reference), current workload, evidence that you have sufficient 

resources to undertake the project, skills list of those people who will undertake the project. 

Insurance:  

Do you have PI / PL insurance and to what level. Have you ever had a claim made against you or a contract 

terminated? 

 

Requirements of Appointment 

• Two Client progress meetings.  

• Presentation of final designs to Client and key stakeholders.  

 

Scoring criteria  

Although cost shall be a major consideration, a value for money judgement will also be made. The following criteria 

will be used by the Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project in consideration of an eventual appointment:  

• Results - evidence from previous work indicating the consultancy’s ability to undertake the study.  

• Quality - evidence of understanding the brief, co-operative working with clients, and ability to meet the deadlines. 

  

Selecting the Successful Consultant  
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Following the receipt of tenders the proposals will be scored. Should there not be one outstanding proposal a 

shortlist of consultancies will be invited to interview on  

Thursday 2nd May 2013. 

   

Attachments 

Map of proposed route through the lower Yarrow  

 

Time scales 

Tender period: deadline for all applications is 19th April 2013 

Contact will be awarded week commencing 6th May 2013 

All works must be completed and report received by 27th September 2013 

 

Fees 

This is a LEADER funded project and there is a total of £2700 for this work including VAT (if applicable) which will be 

paid as a lump sum on completion of the project.   

 

Submission Details 

Please submit your tender by post or e-mail to: 
Julie Nock   
Ettrick and Yarrow Valleys Development Project 
c/o Buccleuch Estates Office 
Bowhill 
Selkirk 
TD7 5LS  
e: Julie@sup.org.uk 
 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss the route please contact  
Julie Nock 
t: 01750 23760 
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Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project 

Bowhill Off Road Cycle Route Links 

Invitation to Tender 

Project Background 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project have secured funds to take ideas from the 2012 Ettrick and Yarrow 

Community Plan to the next stage (see: www.sup.org.uk for further details) 

The majority of feasibility studies we plan to undertake are with a view to increasing tourism revenue. The Ettrick 

and Yarrow area has over 680 tourist beds (camping, caravanning, B&B, cottage, hotels), stunning scenery and 

wealth of history. 

Favoured routes for cycle tourism (Innerleithen/Glentress) are just on the edge of the valleys area and we would like 

to find ways to attract these people down into the valleys. The Ettrick and Yarrow has been a preferred route for the 

Tour of Britain in recent years and hosts yearly events such as the Durty Triathlon. 

Two new cycle routes are currently out to tender and we are looking for a further study to link these routes to the 

core paths network.  

Tender Details 

We are seeking tenders from suitably qualified companies or individuals to undertake feasibility of the core paths 

link to Selkirk.  You will be required to provide plans, construction details and estimated construction costs for the 

route. In addition you are expected to outline any local planning, environmental or landowner issues and provide a 

detailed report indicating all required way marking, signposting and marketing opportunities.  

Site Details 

The proposed route runs from Yarrow (the exit point of one of our current feasibility studies) to Ettrick Bridge and 

then down to Selkirk via Bowhill (links to the beginning of one of our current feasibility studies) making use of 

existing track where possible. The proposed route will be designed to accommodate cyclists, pedestrians and other 

users. See attached maps for more details. 

Required Works 

1. Validate the proposed route illustrated in the tender document and identify any alternative routes and the 

reason for them.  

2. Make contact with the various landowners and seek their opinion on the proposed improvements to existing 

tracks and on the use of their land for any new sections of Pathway.  

3. Consult with SBC, SNH and other key stakeholders so that you can indicate any issues with planning or 

environmental concerns that may hamper development of the proposed route. Provide mitigation measures 

for any issues or concerns raised by consultees. Please note: you are only expected to make preliminary 

contact/consultation for items 2 and 3 not gain detailed agreements. 

http://www.sup.org.uk/
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4. Identify any statutory approvals required and give costs to prepare and submit statutory approval 

applications if they cannot be included in the feasibility quotation.  

5. Finalise route and report to client 

6. Survey and wheel measure the existing tracks and paths. Comment on surfaces, gradients, trail structures 

(gates and stiles etc) and highlight any construction, drainage and safety issues. Photographs should be taken 

for reference. 

7. Suggest and provide outline designs for new sections of pathway required to complete the proposed links 

and any re-routes that may be needed to ensure gradients are cycling friendly. 

8. Draw approximate scale plans of link trail on A3 size O.S. backdrops, with each 1-2km section more fully 

detailed on A3 layout drawings. The location of features/improvements/drainage/re-routes etc, to be clearly 

shown and marked with chainage points.  

9. Detail improvements to surfaces and drainage and any other works required to bring the existing pathways 

and tracks up to ‘multi-use’ standards. Provide construction specifications, standard drawings, suggest 

materials sources and comment on machine access.  

10. Provide Bills of Quantity for all works suitable for issuing as part of a tender package and indicate if it would 

be possible to use volunteer (i.e. Local people or Community Service Volunteers) labour and how this may 

impact on overall costs. 

11. Suggest ways in which secure stock control can be retained at field/farm boundaries while reducing the 

number of gates to be opened and shut. Unimpeded progress along the pathway should be the aim.  

12. Provide an outline maintenance schedule for the pathway and estimate yearly inspection/upkeep costs. 

13. Map way marking and signage points for the route and give costs for installation.  

14. Identify possible users of new route and suggest how it could be promoted. 

15. Suggest possible funding sources to implement the new route 

16. Produce detailed report outlining points 1-15 

Conditions of appointment 

The appointment will be made by exchange of correspondence.  

The appointment may be terminated by The Client on payment of all fees for work completed to date of termination.  

All research papers, report and illustrative materials will be passed to the Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project 

who will be given joint copyright with the Consultant to use as they see fit. 

Response to the Brief  

The consultant shall submit the following information: 

The methodology for the commission  

An outline work programme   

Please note: if you have previously tendered for the Bowhill or Minchmoor cycle routes you do not need to provide 

the following: 

Portfolio of previous work – images to be submitted digitally 2MB maximum per image In addition, please provide 

details on: 

The type and size of your organisation, how long established, types of work previously undertaken, previous clients 

(please indicate if these can be approached for reference), current workload, evidence that you have sufficient 

resources to undertake the project, skills list of those people who will undertake the project. 
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Insurance: Do you have PI / PL insurance and to what level. Have you ever had a claim made against you or a 

contract terminated? 

Requirements of Appointment 

Two Client progress meetings  

Presentation of final designs to Client and key stakeholders  

Scoring criteria  

Although cost shall be a major consideration, a value for money judgement will also be made. The following criteria 

will be used by the Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project in consideration of an eventual appointment:  

Results - evidence from previous work indicating the consultancy’s ability to undertake the study.  

Quality - evidence of understanding the brief, co-operative working with clients, and ability to meet the deadlines. 

Selecting the Successful Consultant  

Following the receipt of tenders the proposals will be scored. Should there not be one outstanding proposal a 

shortlist of consultancies will be invited to interview on October 24th 2013 

Time scales 

Tender period: deadline for all applications is 14th October 2013 

Contact will be awarded week commencing 28th October 2013 

All works must be completed and report received by 29th November 2013 

Fees 

This is a LEADER funded project so there is a total of £2500 for this work including VAT (if applicable) which will be 

paid as a lump sum on completion of the project.   

Submission Details 

Please submit your tender by post or e-mail to: 
Julie Nock   
Ettrick and Yarrow Valleys Development Project 
c/o Buccleuch Estates Office 
Bowhill 
Selkirk 
TD7 5LS  
e: Julie@sup.org.uk 
 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss the route please contact  
Julie Nock 
t: 01750 23760 
 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project has been funded by: Scottish Borders LEADER, Big Lottery – Investing in 

Ideas, Buccleuch Estates and The Southern Uplands Partnership 

Map of routes currently being scoped 
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Map of route from Yarrow to Selkirk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



97 
 



98 
 



99 
 



100 
 



101 
 



102 
 



103 
 



104 
 



105 
 



106 
 



107 
 



108 
 



109 
 



110 
 



111 
 



112 
 



113 
 



114 
 



115 
 



116 
 



117 
 



118 
 



119 
 



120 
 



121 
 



122 
 



123 
 



124 
 



125 
 



126 
 



127 
 



128 
 



129 
 



130 
 



131 
 



132 
 



133 
 



134 
 



135 
 



136 
 



137 
 



138 
 



139 
 



140 
 



141 
 



142 
 



143 
 



144 
 



145 
 



146 
 



147 
 



148 
 



149 
 



150 
 



151 
 



152 
 



153 
 



154 
 



155 
 



156 
 



157 
 



158 
 

 



159 
 



160 
 



161 
 



162 
 



163 
 



164 
 



165 
 



166 
 



167 
 



168 
 



169 
 



170 
 



171 
 



172 
 



173 
 



174 
 



175 
 



176 
 



177 
 



178 
 



179 
 



180 
 



181 
 



182 
 



183 
 



184 
 



185 
 



186 
 



187 
 



188 
 



189 
 



190 
 



191 
 



192 
 



193 
 



194 
 



195 
 



196 
 



197 
 



198 
 



199 
 



200 
 



201 
 



202 
 



203 
 



204 
 



205 
 



206 
 



207 
 

 



208 
 



209 
 



210 
 



211 
 



212 
 



213 
 



214 
 



215 
 



216 
 



217 
 



218 
 



219 
 



220 
 



221 
 



222 
 



223 
 



224 
 



225 
 



226 
 



227 
 



228 
 



229 
 



230 
 



231 
 



232 
 



233 
 



234 
 



235 
 



236 
 



237 
 



238 
 



239 
 



240 
 



241 
 



242 
 



243 
 



244 
 



245 
 



246 
 



247 
 



248 
 



249 
 



250 
 



251 
 



252 
 



253 
 



254 
 



255 
 



256 
 



257 
 



258 
 



259 
 



260 
 



261 
 



262 
 



263 
 



264 
 



265 
 



266 
 



267 
 



268 
 



269 
 



270 
 



271 
 



272 
 



273 
 



274 
 



275 
 



276 
 



277 
 



278 
 



279 
 



280 
 

 



281 
 
 

 

 

7.4 

Mary’s Loch Circular 

Walking Route 
7.4.1 Tender Document P282 

7.4.2 St Mary’s Loch Walking Route Feasibility Study P287 
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Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project 

St Mary’s Circular Walking Route 

Invitation to Tender  

Please note: if you intend to submit a proposal please email Julie Nock Julie@sup.org.uk before 26th April 2013 

Project Background 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project have secured funds to take ideas from the 2012 Ettrick and Yarrow 

Community Plan to the next stage (see: www.sup.org.uk for further details) 

The majority of feasibility studies we plan to undertake are with a view to increasing tourism revenue. The Ettrick 

and Yarrow area has over 680 tourist beds (camping, caravanning, B&B, cottage, hotels), stunning scenery and 

wealth of history. 

We would like to promote the area as a great place to walk and the local Tourism Group have recently published a 

Walking Booklet outlining some of the routes. Work is being done on a website for the area that will showcase the 

many walking routes on offer. 

St Mary’s Loch has been identified as an area ripe for improved facilities and we would like to undertake a feasibility 

study of a circular route around the loch. Existing tracks can be found on various points of the route and we would 

like to look at ways to link these to provide a 12km off road track that takes in a variety of viewpoints, landmarks and 

tourism facilities. 

 

Tender Details 

We are seeking tenders from suitably qualified companies or individuals to undertake feasibility of the St Mary’s 

Loch Circular Route.  You will be required to provide plans, construction details and estimated construction costs for 

the route. In addition you are expected to outline any local planning, environmental or landowner issues and provide 

a detailed report indicating all required way marking, signposting and marketing opportunities.  

 

Site Details 

The proposed route runs around St Mary’s Loch taking in the Southern Uplands Way, Dryhope Tower, St Mary’s 

Kirkyard and the amenities at the top of the loch (see attached map) making use of existing track where possible. The 

proposed route will be designed to accommodate walkers allowing them to access as much of the route as possible 

off road.  

Required Works 

mailto:Julie@sup.org.uk
http://www.sup.org.uk/
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1. Validate the proposed route illustrated in the tender documents and identify any alternative routes and the 

reason for them.  

2. Make contact with the various landowners and seek their opinion on the proposed improvements to existing 

tracks and on the use of their land for any new sections of Pathway.  

3. Consult with SBC, SNH and other key stakeholders so that you can indicate any issues with planning or 

environmental concerns that may hamper development of the proposed route. Provide mitigation measures 

for any issues or concerns raised by consultees. Please note: you are only expected to make preliminary 

contact/consultation for items 2 and 3 not gain detailed agreements. 

4. Identify any statutory approvals required and give costs to prepare and submit statutory approval 

applications if they cannot be included in the feasibility quotation.  

5. Finalise route and report to client 

6. Survey and measure the existing tracks and paths. Comment on surfaces, gradients, trail structures (gates, 

stiles, boardwalks, steps, bridges, etc) and highlight any construction, drainage and safety issues. 

Photographs should be taken for reference. 

7. Suggest and provide outline designs for new sections of pathway required to complete the proposed links 

and any re-routes that may be needed to ensure gradients are walker friendly. 

8. Draw approximate scale plans of all link trails on A3 size O.S. backdrops, with each 1-2km section more fully 

detailed on A3 layout drawings. The location of features/improvements/drainage/re-routes etc, to be clearly 

shown and marked.  

9. Detail improvements to surfaces and drainage and any other works required to bring the existing pathways 

and tracks up to standard. Provide construction specifications, standard drawings, suggest materials sources 

and comment on machine access if and where required.  

10. Provide Bills of Quantity for all works suitable for issuing as part of a tender package and indicate if it would 

be possible to use volunteer (i.e. Local people or Community Service Volunteers) labour and how this may 

impact on overall costs. 

11. Suggest ways in which secure stock control can be retained at field/farm boundaries while reducing the 

number of gates to be opened and shut. Unimpeded progress along the pathway should be the aim.  

12. Set out likely timescale required to complete the work if taken to construction stage. 

13. Provide an outline maintenance schedule for the pathway and estimate yearly inspection/upkeep costs. 

14. Map way marking, interpretation/ information and signage points for the route and give costs for 

installation. 

15. Scope and cost promotional materials to promote the route (leaflets, mobile apps, etc.,)  

16. Identify possible users of new route and suggest how it could be promoted. 

17. Suggest possible funding sources to implement the new route 

18. Produce detailed report outlining points 1-17 

 

Conditions of appointment 

The appointment will be made by exchange of correspondence.  

The appointment may be terminated by The Client on payment of all fees for work completed to date of termination.  

All research papers, report and illustrative materials will be passed to the Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project 

who will be given joint copyright with the Consultant to use as they see fit. 

 

Response to the Brief  
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The consultant shall submit the following information: 

• The methodology for the commission  

• An outline work programme  

• Portfolio of previous work – images to be submitted digitally 2MB maximum per image. 

 In addition, please provide details on: 

The type and size of your organisation, how long established, types of work previously undertaken, previous clients 

(please indicate if these can be approached for reference), current workload, evidence that you have sufficient 

resources to undertake the project, skills list of those people who will undertake the project. 

Insurance:  

Do you have PI / PL insurance and to what level. Have you ever had a claim made against you or a contract 

terminated? 

 

Requirements of Appointment 

• Two Client progress meetings.  

• Presentation of final designs to Client and key stakeholders.  

 

Scoring criteria  

Although cost shall be a major consideration, a value for money judgement will also be made. The following criteria 

will be used by the Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project in consideration of an eventual appointment:  

• Results - evidence from previous work indicating the consultancy’s ability to undertake the study.  

• Quality - evidence of understanding the brief, co-operative working with clients, and ability to meet the deadlines. 

Selecting the Successful Consultant  

Following the receipt of tenders the proposals will be scored. Should there not be one outstanding proposal a 

shortlist of consultancies will be invited to interview on  

Tuesday 21st May 2013. 

   

Attachments 

Map of proposed route around St Mary’s Loch showing existing paths  

 

Time scales 

Tender period: deadline for all applications is 10th May 2013 
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Contact will be awarded week commencing 27th May 2013 

All works must be completed and report received by 10th October 2013 

 

Fees 

This is a LEADER funded project and there is a total of £3800 available for this work including VAT (if applicable) 

which will be paid as a lump sum on completion of the project.   

 

Submission Details 

Please submit your tender by post or e-mail to: 
Julie Nock   
Ettrick and Yarrow Valleys Development Project 
c/o Buccleuch Estates Office 
Bowhill 
Selkirk 
TD7 5LS  
e: Julie@sup.org.uk 
 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss the route please contact  
Julie Nock 
t: 01750 23760 
 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project has been funded by: Scottish Borders LEADER, Big Lottery – Investing in 

Ideas, Buccleuch Estates and The Southern Uplands Partnership 
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7.5 

Road Link from 

Potburn to A708 

 

7.5.1 Tender Document P360 

7.5.2 Potburn Link Road Feasibility Study P367 
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Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project 

 
 
 

May 2013 
 
 

Brief for a consultant to carry out a feasibility study for a potential low 

grade road from Potburn to the A708 via the existing right of way to 

Capplegill Ford or via Selcoth Fish Farm 
 

 

Introduction 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project wishes to appoint a consultant to undertake a technical evaluation of 

land between Potburn and the A708 to establish if a low grade road could be installed for use by locals and tourists. It 

is envisioned that the route would use an electronic barrier system operated by a single or multiple use bar code 

purchased by the user to help upkeep the route. 

 

A right of way (old drove road) runs from Potburn to Caplegill Ford over Bodesbecklaw. This route was used right up 

until the end of the 1950’s by traffic when the route fell into disrepair. A vintage tractor rally last used this route in June 

2012 and someone made a land rover crossing very recently.  Many people on both sides of the hill remember vehicles 

crossing and until the areas were heavily depopulated in the 1960’s /70’s was used as a walking/riding route to local 

dances in the village hall at Ettrick. 

In 2011/12 work was carried out to replace the bridge at Selcoth Farm Fishery and forestry operations are currently 

underway on a new forest road that could possibly be extended to link the old drove road as an alternate route. 

 

Recent discussions with landowners and a Forestry Commission engineer have outlined possible issues and advantages 

for both routes. These are included alongside the maps at the end of the document. 

  

Context 

The Ettrick valley is bounded by three hills and the single track road comes to an end at Potburn. The closest services 

are 22 miles away at Selkirk and emergency health care facilities are 30 miles away at the Borders General Hospital. In 

severe winters the Ettrick and Eskdalemuir roads are subject to heavy flooding and freezing making it difficult to get 

out of the upper Ettrick valley.  

 

Re establishing this old route would give the local population access to shops and services just 8 miles away in Moffat. 

Above Ettrick Bridge there are in excess of 400 tourism beds that could be accesses far easier from this proposed route. 

In addition the Ettrick Primary School had to close its doors in 2012 due to lack of children. Re opening the route would 

allow the community to attract a new population as the 8 mile route would be well within commuting distance of 

Moffat. 
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There is a lot  of local support from the residents of the upper Ettrick and businesses/ land owners on the Moffat side 

to re establish this ancient route. 

 

Study Requirements 
This pre feasibility study is to be carried out on private lands within the Ettrick and Moffat valleys. The study should 
include site assessment to determine if and which, route is viable and the infrastructure required to put this in place. 

A detailed report should include: detailed costs of establishing a low grade road, environmental, planning or 

neighbouring land owner issues and costs for a toll system. In addition the study should investigate and identify the 

necessary steps which will be required to progress the route to a strong and detailed planning application. 
 

 

List of required works 

Evaluate the technical feasibility of both routes and the respective advantages and disadvantages of each before 
deciding on a single route. 

 
Undertake a site visit  

Determine if there would be any planning issues and determine what steps would need to be taken to resolve these 

Survey and describe road and mark on appropriate scale map 

Describe and cost all structural works required including: site clearance, bridges, drainage, surfacing options  

Toll barriers – types and costs for each 

Describe and cost signposting 

Produce a table of construction estimates  

Set out likely time scale required to complete the works for each road surfacing option 

The tender should outline how you would deliver the above works, the time you would require and the cost 

including all overheads and VAT  

Outline any issues for construction equipment  

 

Investigating the relevant options, issues and solutions 

 

Management and Key Contacts: 

The contract will be managed by the The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project Working Group 

Any questions regarding this contract should be addressed to Julie Nock the Development Officer for The 

Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project. Julie@sup.org.uk 01750 23760 
 

 

Timescales: 
The deadline for submission of the tender is the 10th June 2013.  

Telephone interviews may take place during the week beginning the 17th June 2013.  

Successful tenders will be notified by the 24th June 2013 (these timescales are subject to negotiation and 

change). 

Presentation of a final report would be expected in a hard copy and electronic format (PDF or Word) no later than 

30th September 2013.  

 

The ownership/copyright of the final report and working papers will be jointly between The Ettrick and Yarrow 

mailto:Julie@sup.org.uk
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Development Project and the successful individual/organisation. 

After the final report is received, payment will be made within 30 days of an invoice for the work completed 
 

 

Tender Submissions: 
Tenders should be submitted by 10th June 2013 in writing to  

Julie Nock, Development Officer, Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project, c/o Buccleuch Estates, Bowhill, Selkirk, 
TD7 5LS 

An electronic copy should also be sent to Julie Nock Julie@sup.org.uk 

These should be marked ‘ Bodesbeck Road Feasibility’ 

This project is funded by LEADER and has a maximum budget of £5800 including VAT which cannot be exceeded. 

Submissions will be evaluated at 80/20  of quality and cost and will be based on the tender and supporting 

information. 
 

 

Person/Organisations Specification: 
The organisation/person will need to demonstrate the following in their tender submissions: 
Knowledge and experience of developing engineering projects to planning permissions 
Track record of working successfully with community groups 
Ability to effectively manage budgets and other resources 
Good interpersonal and communication skills 
Ability & experience of preparing guidance documents 
 

Tender Presentations: 
Individuals/organisations are required to present the following information in their tender response: 
Any evidence of relevant, previous experience by the organisation/ individual 
Demonstrate how the individual/organisations meet the person/organisation specifications 
and The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Projects requirements 
Include CVs of individuals who will be involved in the delivery of the contract 
Tendering organisations should have a single point of contact responsible for their 
development and this should be included in the response 
The organisation/individual will need to demonstrate how they intend to effectively 
manage the contract. This should include: 
A work plan detailing the approach to gathering, collating and incorporating information from 
different sources.  
Identification and management of any potential conflicts of interest.This should incorporate quality control and 
review at appropriate stages. 
Professional Liability Insurance 
 
 

Reservations: 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project is not obliged to: 

a.   Award the tender to the lowest bidder 

b.   Award the tender, should circumstances alter  
 
 
Maps and comments from landowners and engineers 
 
The first map has been made by a Forestry Commission engineer. The yellow lines are the two proposed 

routes as you drop down into the Moffat valley. The following comments have been made by the engineer:  

Route A: Potburn to Selcoth Fish Farm Bridge 

I have attached another map showing where I think the 10% line would have to go to tie in with the road on Fountain 

Forestry land. In general I think the route is feasible, but there are a few issues that will need to be looked into, which I 

list below. 
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1) The crossing point of the burn beyond the Fountain Forestry road is a very steep sided and deep ravine at the 2 

hairpin bends and is not feasible to cross at this point without major earthworks and long span bridge construction. 

This ravine extends for quite a distance above and below the hairpin bends with the location on the attached map 

being the closest reasonable location.   

2) It is not possible to reach this point without putting in a switchback somewhere on the line, I have shown it on a 

section of ground where the side slope seems shallowest but there may be a couple of other locations on the line 

where this could be incorporated. Without a switch back the gradient is going to exceed 10%. 

3) The crossing points on the Bodesbeck and Cleuch burns will need to be checked for suitablity, although they look 

much less severe on the map. 

4) The section of road which will run adjacent to the Bodesbeck burn for 800m or so will have to be checked to make 

sure there would be no issues with construction close to the watercourse - in terms of spoil deposition and pollution 

control etc. 

5) The route will need to be looked at for potential stone sources to avoid long hauls from commercial quarries, 

although you possibly have a source in mind. A potential stone source close to site may dictate altering the line a little. 

6) SEPA, SNH, Historic Scotland etc will need to be contacted. 

Route B: Potburn to Capplegill Ford 

Attached is sketched contour map showing your proposed line. It shows the sections on the West side of it where the 

gradient is around 20% and I have drawn on a 10% line and a 12% line to show roughly where it would need to be to 

achieve a decent gradient for vehicles. 

I had a brief look at the Bodesbeck end yesterday and it certainly looks steep coming away from the ford, but I think a 

road is do-able, but will need a few hairpin bends to get up the hillside. 

The existing bridge over the Moffat Water would need to be checked over ( may need some handrails at least) and a 

fairly large culvert, possibly even small bridge depending on levels / SEPA consultation etc may also be required at 

the ford crossing behind the house . 

 
In addition, the local landowners had the following comments: 
 
 
Route A, via Selcoth – concerns that the two gullies would need major works to establish a  
road. Forestry operations just before the Selcoth fish farm could hamper access (though these would be in 
the very short term). 
 
Route B, via Bodesbeck -The landowner of Capplegill ford is happy to establish the old route with the 
addition of hairpins. A wall would need to be replaced at the side of the A708 exiting the farm as it 
hampers visibility at present. 
 
Both Routes - Dumfries and Galloway Council would like wider exits from the existing road ends to ensure 

traffic flows easily 

Potburn side – comments from UPM Tilhill 

With respect to the route to be investigated I attach a map with suggestions.  My understanding is that there was an 

old road over the hill onto the Moffat road but that this followed the line I have highlighted yellow on the attached map.  

The abutments of what was presumably a stone built arched bridge are still visible.  I would suggest this may be a 

preferable route to one using the existing forest roads (marked blue on the attached map) as it would be slightly 

shorter in distance and more straightforward.  It would also be using the line of the historic route which would be 

preferable to some people. 
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7.6 

Hydro Electric     

Scheme 
 

7.6.1 Tender Document P396 

7.6.2 Ettrick Hydroelectric Feasibility Scoping Report P401 
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Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project 

Notice of interest: Please email Julie Nock by March 25
th

 2013 if you would like to tender for this work 

Julie@sup.org.uk   

All tenders need to be received by 8
th

 April 2013 

BRIEF FOR CONSULTANT TO CARRY OUT AN ASSESSMENT OF THE POTENTIAL OF LANDS MANAGED BY THE 

FORESTRY COMMISSION WITHIN THE ETTRICK WATER CATCHMENT FOR FINANCIALLY VIABLE HYROELECTRIC 

GENERATION 

Introduction: 

Aims: 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project wishes to appoint a consultant to undertake a technical evaluation 

of the burns crossing the land managed by the Forestry Commission that fall within the Ettrick water catchment. A 

small desk based study outlined 3 burns and suggested that there may be further potential for financially viable 

micro hydroelectric generation projects. This will potentially be the first step in a programme of action. 

There is a growing interest in the contribution that hydroelectric generation can make to the environment and the 

economy of Scotland. The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project is keen to investigate opportunities on behalf of 

local people and develop viable projects which will become valuable assets to local people and also generate an 

income for the community. The proposed scheme has come about through the Forestry Commission encouraging 

communities to develop renewable energy as part of the National Forest Land Scheme. 

 

Objective of the Study: 

This pre feasibility study is to be carried out on lands managed by the Forestry Commission within the Ettrick 

water catchment. A desk based study has been completed which identified 3 possible sites. We would like you to 

verify these and indicate any other viable sites. The study should include site assessment to determine viable burns 

followed by a detailed report to include: detailed costs of all infrastructures required for each site, breakdown of 

expected kW outputs for each site, grid connection costs per site, environmental, planning or land owner issues on 

neighbouring land. In addition the study should investigate and identify the necessary steps which will be required 

to progress the site(s) to a strong and detailed planning application. 

 

1.  Evaluate the technical feasibility of each site for hydroelectric generation by: 

Undertaking a site visit to each location 

Investigating the options, issues and solutions relevant to the individual sites including: 

mailto:Julie@sup.org.uk
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a.   Available grid infrastructure and possible local connection points  

b.    Hydrology, including head, flow rate and catchment area analysis  

c.    The likely acceptability of diverting water to a turbine 

d.   The environmental impact of the local area, including designations, protected species etc 

e.   Access for construction equipment and turbine site 

f.     An indication of the design power, annual energy output and overall economics of development 

g.     Identify adjacent landowners who may be affected and identify any issues or impact to the scheme 

After the conclusion of the preliminary site assessment it is envisaged that there will be a stakeholder meeting to discuss the 

progression of one or more of the locations to detailed feasibility. 

 

2.  Detail the options available for the establishment of a hydroelectric generation station at each site focussing on the following: 

Technology and infrastructure requirement for site development 

System layout and pipeline specifications 

System efficiency and power output 

The provision of a detailed costing for any technology and infrastructure required, site development and commissioning 

The provision of an analysis of financial returns including the implications of the Feed in Tariff scheme 

 

3.  The final stage should seek to develop a formal screening opinion to inform and detail a route to planning for each site and 

determine costs: 

Screening and scoping of the project with the relevant authorities: 

a. A formal screening opinion from the council planning authorities should be obtained to determine what is required for 

the full planning process. 

b. Engage with relevant planning consultees and provide them with outline information, collate responses and indentify 

potential obstacles. These consultees should include: SNH, SEPA, RSPB, local planning authority and any other relevant bodies. 

c. Identify what future information will be required for the planning application and to satisfy consultees. Where required 

this will include identifying environmental studies such as vegetation surveys, mammal surveys, etc. 

d. Identify possible obstacles to the development of the sites and suggest possible mitigation strategies 

 

Estimate costs to develop the project up to and including obtaining planning permission. 

Estimates of capital costs and operational return should also be included. 

Obtain estimates of grid connection costs 

Prepare a detailed report detailing the route to planning: 
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a. The report should include detailed site specific concerns which need to be addressed to prepare a strong planning 

application. This should take account of responses from consultees. 

b. The report may form the basis for further detailed feasibility work which will be tendered separately in the future with 

the existing consultant as preferred bidder 

 

Management and Key Contacts: 

The contract will be managed by the The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project Working Group 

Any questions regarding this contract should be addressed to Julie Nock the Development Officer for The Ettrick and Yarrow 

Development Project. Julie@sup.org.uk 01750 23760 

Timescales: 

The deadline for submission of the tender is the 8
th

 April 2013. Telephone interviews may take place during the week beginning 

the 15th April 2013.  

Successful tenders will be notified by the 22
nd

 April 2013 (these timescales are subject to negotiation and change). 

A copy of the site assessment reports should be available by the 3
rd

 June 2013 with the detailed sites assessment delivered by 28th 

June 2013 latest  

Presentation of a final report would be expected in a hard copy and electronic format (PDF or Word). The ownership/copyright of 

the final report and working papers will be jointly between The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project and the successful 

individual /organisation. 

After the final report is received, payment will be made within 30 days of an invoice for the work completed 

 

 

Tender Submissions: 

Tenders should be submitted by 8th April 2013 in writing to Julie Nock, Development Officer, Ettrick and Yarrow Development 

Project, c/o Buccleuch Estates, Bowhill, Selkirk, TD7 5LS 

An electronic copy should also be sent to Julie Nock Julie@sup.org.uk 

These should be marked ‘The Ettrick Hydroelectric Feasibility’ 

This project is funded by LEADER and has a maximum budget of £6900 including VAT which cannot be exceeded.  

 

 

Person/Organisations Specification: 

The organisation/person will need to demonstrate the following in their tender submissions: 

Knowledge and experience of developing hydro projects to planning permissions 

Track record of working successfully with community groups 

Ability to effectively manage budgets and other resources 

mailto:Julie@sup.org.uk
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Good interpersonal and communication skills 

Ability & experience of preparing guidance documents 

 

 

Tender Presentations: 

Individuals/organisations are required to present the following information in their tender response: 

Demonstrate how the individual/organisations meet the person/organisation specifications and The Ettrick and Yarrow 

Development Projects requirements 

Include CVs of individuals who will be involved in the delivery of the contract 

Tendering organisations should have a single point of contact responsible for their development and this should be included in the 

response 

The organisation/individual will need to demonstrate how they intend to effectively manage the contract. This should include: 

A workplan detailing the approach to gathering, collating and incorporating information from different sources. Identification 

and management of any potential conflicts of interest. This should incorporate quality control and review at appropriate stages. 

Professional Liability insurance 

 

Reservations: 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project is not obliged to: 

Award the tender to the lowest bidder 

Award the tender, should circumstances alter  

 

 Attachments:  

maps of the forest areas managed by the Forestry Commission and valleys boundary 
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Section 8:  Thanks 

This report brings my work in the valleys to a close. Over the last three years I have witnessed a huge transformation 
in Ettrick and Yarrow. Instead of looking back at what has been lost, the people of the valleys now look forward to 
what can be achieved. Throughout the “Revitalising the Ettrick and Yarrow Valleys Project” and the “Development 
Project” we have examined many of the long standing issues, inspiring the communities to embrace change and 
creating wide ranging opportunities. As a result, new groups have been formed, ideas progressed and possibilities 
investigated. There is direction, purpose and enthusiasm. People have come forward with energy and drive - the 
very things that are required to take Ettrick and Yarrow to the next stage.  

The valleys projects are inspirational examples of community empowerment. By giving people a helping hand and 
the resources to explore new ideas we can make significant and lasting changes and I feel that in this community, we 
have.    

 Here are a few of our success stories... 

In 2011 we started a Heating Oil Buying Group for local residents. To date, the group have purchased 
248,360lts of oil and collectively saved over £16,000 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Tourism Group meet monthly, have secured funds for a website and are raising funds 
for a reprint of the popular “Walks in the Ettrick and Yarrow Valleys” booklet that was printed last year. 

A feasibility study funded through Community Broadband Scotland is underway to look at broadband 
solutions for the upper Ettrick and Yarrow. It is hoped that this will point the way forward to resolving the 
connectivity issues in both valleys. 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Community Development Company are registered with Companies House, members 
of the Development Trust Association (Scotland) and have articles of association that conform to community 
right to buy legislation. The company have detailed plans and costs for eight projects that will allow them to 
write a business plan and begin the next phase of work in the valleys. 

The valleys facebook page has over 400 members and is used by the community to share events, ideas and 
news. 

A tremendous amount of help and support has been given along the way and I would like to thank the following 

people and organisations for their time, expertise and assistance throughout the Ettrick and Yarrow Development 

Project. In particular, I have to thank Buccleuch Estates who have given a home to both projects over the three year 

term. Buccleuch have provided access to a wide range of data, specialist knowledge and above all, a friendly and 

welcoming place to work. 

Scottish Borders LEADER Programme 

Lottery – Investing in Ideas 

Buccleuch Estates 

Southern Uplands Partnership 

Scottish Borders Council  

Ettrick and Yarrow Community Development Company 

Ettrick and Yarrow Tourism Group 
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Business Gateway 

Visit Scotland 

Forestry Commission Scotland 

Community Broadband Scotland 

 

Alison Lincoln 

Andrew Brough 

Andy Maybury 

Andy Miller 

Andy Wiseman 

Barbara Harrison 

Bill Coombes 

Brian Young 

Bridie Ashrowan 

Campbell McCall 

Carol Dumble 

Chris Trotman 

Colin McEwan 

Daphne Jackson 

David Burns 

David Langworth 

Douglas Scott 

Dr Geoff Freedman 

The Duke of Buccleuch 

and Queensberry 

Edward Morris 

Elizabeth Davidson 

George Jack 

Gilbert Summers 

Giles Etherington 

Gordon Harrison 

Helen Currie 

Isobel Brown 

James Oliver 

Jan Watson 

Jane Telfer 

Jeremy Snodgrass 

Jim Fraser 

Johanna Campbell 

John Mann 

Jules Horne 

Kate Pearson 

Katie McKinnon 

Keith Robeson 

Kevin MacLean 

Lawrence Robertson 

Leander Patterson 

Linda Jackson 

Lindsay Lewis 

Lindsey Menmuir 

Lord and Lady Steel 

Lynne Hume 

Margaret Davidson 

Mary Morrison 

Martin Andrews 

Neen Kelly 

Nick Forrest 

Ogilvie Jackson 

Paula McDonald 

Pete Laing 

Peter Leslie 

Phil McCreadie 

Pip Tabor 

Rab Wilson 

Richard Newman 

Robert Howden 

Robin Witchell 

Sandra Frizzel 

Sarah Peat 

Sheila Adams 

Sir Michael Strang 

Steel 

Stephen Dean 

Vicky Davidson 

Vyv Wood-Gee 

Wendy Reid

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julie Nock 

Southern Uplands Partnership 

December 2013 

 


