






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































348 
 



349 
 



350 
 



351 
 



352 
 



353 
 



354 
 



355 
 



356 
 



357 
 



358 
 

 



359 
 

 

 

7.5 

Road Link from 

Potburn to A708 

 

7.5.1 Tender Document P360 

7.5.2 Potburn Link Road Feasibility Study P367 
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Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project 

 
 
 

May 2013 
 
 

Brief for a consultant to carry out a feasibility study for a potential low 

grade road from Potburn to the A708 via the existing right of way to 

Capplegill Ford or via Selcoth Fish Farm 
 

 

Introduction 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project wishes to appoint a consultant to undertake a technical evaluation of 

land between Potburn and the A708 to establish if a low grade road could be installed for use by locals and tourists. It 

is envisioned that the route would use an electronic barrier system operated by a single or multiple use bar code 

purchased by the user to help upkeep the route. 

 

A right of way (old drove road) runs from Potburn to Caplegill Ford over Bodesbecklaw. This route was used right up 

until the end of the 1950’s by traffic when the route fell into disrepair. A vintage tractor rally last used this route in June 

2012 and someone made a land rover crossing very recently.  Many people on both sides of the hill remember vehicles 

crossing and until the areas were heavily depopulated in the 1960’s /70’s was used as a walking/riding route to local 

dances in the village hall at Ettrick. 

In 2011/12 work was carried out to replace the bridge at Selcoth Farm Fishery and forestry operations are currently 

underway on a new forest road that could possibly be extended to link the old drove road as an alternate route. 

 

Recent discussions with landowners and a Forestry Commission engineer have outlined possible issues and advantages 

for both routes. These are included alongside the maps at the end of the document. 

  

Context 

The Ettrick valley is bounded by three hills and the single track road comes to an end at Potburn. The closest services 

are 22 miles away at Selkirk and emergency health care facilities are 30 miles away at the Borders General Hospital. In 

severe winters the Ettrick and Eskdalemuir roads are subject to heavy flooding and freezing making it difficult to get 

out of the upper Ettrick valley.  

 

Re establishing this old route would give the local population access to shops and services just 8 miles away in Moffat. 

Above Ettrick Bridge there are in excess of 400 tourism beds that could be accesses far easier from this proposed route. 

In addition the Ettrick Primary School had to close its doors in 2012 due to lack of children. Re opening the route would 

allow the community to attract a new population as the 8 mile route would be well within commuting distance of 

Moffat. 
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There is a lot  of local support from the residents of the upper Ettrick and businesses/ land owners on the Moffat side 

to re establish this ancient route. 

 

Study Requirements 
This pre feasibility study is to be carried out on private lands within the Ettrick and Moffat valleys. The study should 
include site assessment to determine if and which, route is viable and the infrastructure required to put this in place. 

A detailed report should include: detailed costs of establishing a low grade road, environmental, planning or 

neighbouring land owner issues and costs for a toll system. In addition the study should investigate and identify the 

necessary steps which will be required to progress the route to a strong and detailed planning application. 
 

 

List of required works 

Evaluate the technical feasibility of both routes and the respective advantages and disadvantages of each before 
deciding on a single route. 

 
Undertake a site visit  

Determine if there would be any planning issues and determine what steps would need to be taken to resolve these 

Survey and describe road and mark on appropriate scale map 

Describe and cost all structural works required including: site clearance, bridges, drainage, surfacing options  

Toll barriers – types and costs for each 

Describe and cost signposting 

Produce a table of construction estimates  

Set out likely time scale required to complete the works for each road surfacing option 

The tender should outline how you would deliver the above works, the time you would require and the cost 

including all overheads and VAT  

Outline any issues for construction equipment  

 

Investigating the relevant options, issues and solutions 

 

Management and Key Contacts: 

The contract will be managed by the The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project Working Group 

Any questions regarding this contract should be addressed to Julie Nock the Development Officer for The 

Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project. Julie@sup.org.uk 01750 23760 
 

 

Timescales: 
The deadline for submission of the tender is the 10th June 2013.  

Telephone interviews may take place during the week beginning the 17th June 2013.  

Successful tenders will be notified by the 24th June 2013 (these timescales are subject to negotiation and 

change). 

Presentation of a final report would be expected in a hard copy and electronic format (PDF or Word) no later than 

30th September 2013.  

 

The ownership/copyright of the final report and working papers will be jointly between The Ettrick and Yarrow 

mailto:Julie@sup.org.uk
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Development Project and the successful individual/organisation. 

After the final report is received, payment will be made within 30 days of an invoice for the work completed 
 

 

Tender Submissions: 
Tenders should be submitted by 10th June 2013 in writing to  

Julie Nock, Development Officer, Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project, c/o Buccleuch Estates, Bowhill, Selkirk, 
TD7 5LS 

An electronic copy should also be sent to Julie Nock Julie@sup.org.uk 

These should be marked ‘ Bodesbeck Road Feasibility’ 

This project is funded by LEADER and has a maximum budget of £5800 including VAT which cannot be exceeded. 

Submissions will be evaluated at 80/20  of quality and cost and will be based on the tender and supporting 

information. 
 

 

Person/Organisations Specification: 
The organisation/person will need to demonstrate the following in their tender submissions: 
Knowledge and experience of developing engineering projects to planning permissions 
Track record of working successfully with community groups 
Ability to effectively manage budgets and other resources 
Good interpersonal and communication skills 
Ability & experience of preparing guidance documents 
 

Tender Presentations: 
Individuals/organisations are required to present the following information in their tender response: 
Any evidence of relevant, previous experience by the organisation/ individual 
Demonstrate how the individual/organisations meet the person/organisation specifications 
and The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Projects requirements 
Include CVs of individuals who will be involved in the delivery of the contract 
Tendering organisations should have a single point of contact responsible for their 
development and this should be included in the response 
The organisation/individual will need to demonstrate how they intend to effectively 
manage the contract. This should include: 
A work plan detailing the approach to gathering, collating and incorporating information from 
different sources.  
Identification and management of any potential conflicts of interest.This should incorporate quality control and 
review at appropriate stages. 
Professional Liability Insurance 
 
 

Reservations: 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project is not obliged to: 

a.   Award the tender to the lowest bidder 

b.   Award the tender, should circumstances alter  
 
 
Maps and comments from landowners and engineers 
 
The first map has been made by a Forestry Commission engineer. The yellow lines are the two proposed 

routes as you drop down into the Moffat valley. The following comments have been made by the engineer:  

Route A: Potburn to Selcoth Fish Farm Bridge 

I have attached another map showing where I think the 10% line would have to go to tie in with the road on Fountain 

Forestry land. In general I think the route is feasible, but there are a few issues that will need to be looked into, which I 

list below. 
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1) The crossing point of the burn beyond the Fountain Forestry road is a very steep sided and deep ravine at the 2 

hairpin bends and is not feasible to cross at this point without major earthworks and long span bridge construction. 

This ravine extends for quite a distance above and below the hairpin bends with the location on the attached map 

being the closest reasonable location.   

2) It is not possible to reach this point without putting in a switchback somewhere on the line, I have shown it on a 

section of ground where the side slope seems shallowest but there may be a couple of other locations on the line 

where this could be incorporated. Without a switch back the gradient is going to exceed 10%. 

3) The crossing points on the Bodesbeck and Cleuch burns will need to be checked for suitablity, although they look 

much less severe on the map. 

4) The section of road which will run adjacent to the Bodesbeck burn for 800m or so will have to be checked to make 

sure there would be no issues with construction close to the watercourse - in terms of spoil deposition and pollution 

control etc. 

5) The route will need to be looked at for potential stone sources to avoid long hauls from commercial quarries, 

although you possibly have a source in mind. A potential stone source close to site may dictate altering the line a little. 

6) SEPA, SNH, Historic Scotland etc will need to be contacted. 

Route B: Potburn to Capplegill Ford 

Attached is sketched contour map showing your proposed line. It shows the sections on the West side of it where the 

gradient is around 20% and I have drawn on a 10% line and a 12% line to show roughly where it would need to be to 

achieve a decent gradient for vehicles. 

I had a brief look at the Bodesbeck end yesterday and it certainly looks steep coming away from the ford, but I think a 

road is do-able, but will need a few hairpin bends to get up the hillside. 

The existing bridge over the Moffat Water would need to be checked over ( may need some handrails at least) and a 

fairly large culvert, possibly even small bridge depending on levels / SEPA consultation etc may also be required at 

the ford crossing behind the house . 

 
In addition, the local landowners had the following comments: 
 
 
Route A, via Selcoth – concerns that the two gullies would need major works to establish a  
road. Forestry operations just before the Selcoth fish farm could hamper access (though these would be in 
the very short term). 
 
Route B, via Bodesbeck -The landowner of Capplegill ford is happy to establish the old route with the 
addition of hairpins. A wall would need to be replaced at the side of the A708 exiting the farm as it 
hampers visibility at present. 
 
Both Routes - Dumfries and Galloway Council would like wider exits from the existing road ends to ensure 

traffic flows easily 

Potburn side – comments from UPM Tilhill 

With respect to the route to be investigated I attach a map with suggestions.  My understanding is that there was an 

old road over the hill onto the Moffat road but that this followed the line I have highlighted yellow on the attached map.  

The abutments of what was presumably a stone built arched bridge are still visible.  I would suggest this may be a 

preferable route to one using the existing forest roads (marked blue on the attached map) as it would be slightly 

shorter in distance and more straightforward.  It would also be using the line of the historic route which would be 

preferable to some people. 
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7.6 

Hydro Electric     

Scheme 
 

7.6.1 Tender Document P396 

7.6.2 Ettrick Hydroelectric Feasibility Scoping Report P401 
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Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project 

Notice of interest: Please email Julie Nock by March 25
th

 2013 if you would like to tender for this work 

Julie@sup.org.uk   

All tenders need to be received by 8
th

 April 2013 

BRIEF FOR CONSULTANT TO CARRY OUT AN ASSESSMENT OF THE POTENTIAL OF LANDS MANAGED BY THE 

FORESTRY COMMISSION WITHIN THE ETTRICK WATER CATCHMENT FOR FINANCIALLY VIABLE HYROELECTRIC 

GENERATION 

Introduction: 

Aims: 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project wishes to appoint a consultant to undertake a technical evaluation 

of the burns crossing the land managed by the Forestry Commission that fall within the Ettrick water catchment. A 

small desk based study outlined 3 burns and suggested that there may be further potential for financially viable 

micro hydroelectric generation projects. This will potentially be the first step in a programme of action. 

There is a growing interest in the contribution that hydroelectric generation can make to the environment and the 

economy of Scotland. The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project is keen to investigate opportunities on behalf of 

local people and develop viable projects which will become valuable assets to local people and also generate an 

income for the community. The proposed scheme has come about through the Forestry Commission encouraging 

communities to develop renewable energy as part of the National Forest Land Scheme. 

 

Objective of the Study: 

This pre feasibility study is to be carried out on lands managed by the Forestry Commission within the Ettrick 

water catchment. A desk based study has been completed which identified 3 possible sites. We would like you to 

verify these and indicate any other viable sites. The study should include site assessment to determine viable burns 

followed by a detailed report to include: detailed costs of all infrastructures required for each site, breakdown of 

expected kW outputs for each site, grid connection costs per site, environmental, planning or land owner issues on 

neighbouring land. In addition the study should investigate and identify the necessary steps which will be required 

to progress the site(s) to a strong and detailed planning application. 

 

1.  Evaluate the technical feasibility of each site for hydroelectric generation by: 

Undertaking a site visit to each location 

Investigating the options, issues and solutions relevant to the individual sites including: 

mailto:Julie@sup.org.uk
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a.   Available grid infrastructure and possible local connection points  

b.    Hydrology, including head, flow rate and catchment area analysis  

c.    The likely acceptability of diverting water to a turbine 

d.   The environmental impact of the local area, including designations, protected species etc 

e.   Access for construction equipment and turbine site 

f.     An indication of the design power, annual energy output and overall economics of development 

g.     Identify adjacent landowners who may be affected and identify any issues or impact to the scheme 

After the conclusion of the preliminary site assessment it is envisaged that there will be a stakeholder meeting to discuss the 

progression of one or more of the locations to detailed feasibility. 

 

2.  Detail the options available for the establishment of a hydroelectric generation station at each site focussing on the following: 

Technology and infrastructure requirement for site development 

System layout and pipeline specifications 

System efficiency and power output 

The provision of a detailed costing for any technology and infrastructure required, site development and commissioning 

The provision of an analysis of financial returns including the implications of the Feed in Tariff scheme 

 

3.  The final stage should seek to develop a formal screening opinion to inform and detail a route to planning for each site and 

determine costs: 

Screening and scoping of the project with the relevant authorities: 

a. A formal screening opinion from the council planning authorities should be obtained to determine what is required for 

the full planning process. 

b. Engage with relevant planning consultees and provide them with outline information, collate responses and indentify 

potential obstacles. These consultees should include: SNH, SEPA, RSPB, local planning authority and any other relevant bodies. 

c. Identify what future information will be required for the planning application and to satisfy consultees. Where required 

this will include identifying environmental studies such as vegetation surveys, mammal surveys, etc. 

d. Identify possible obstacles to the development of the sites and suggest possible mitigation strategies 

 

Estimate costs to develop the project up to and including obtaining planning permission. 

Estimates of capital costs and operational return should also be included. 

Obtain estimates of grid connection costs 

Prepare a detailed report detailing the route to planning: 
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a. The report should include detailed site specific concerns which need to be addressed to prepare a strong planning 

application. This should take account of responses from consultees. 

b. The report may form the basis for further detailed feasibility work which will be tendered separately in the future with 

the existing consultant as preferred bidder 

 

Management and Key Contacts: 

The contract will be managed by the The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project Working Group 

Any questions regarding this contract should be addressed to Julie Nock the Development Officer for The Ettrick and Yarrow 

Development Project. Julie@sup.org.uk 01750 23760 

Timescales: 

The deadline for submission of the tender is the 8
th

 April 2013. Telephone interviews may take place during the week beginning 

the 15th April 2013.  

Successful tenders will be notified by the 22
nd

 April 2013 (these timescales are subject to negotiation and change). 

A copy of the site assessment reports should be available by the 3
rd

 June 2013 with the detailed sites assessment delivered by 28th 

June 2013 latest  

Presentation of a final report would be expected in a hard copy and electronic format (PDF or Word). The ownership/copyright of 

the final report and working papers will be jointly between The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project and the successful 

individual /organisation. 

After the final report is received, payment will be made within 30 days of an invoice for the work completed 

 

 

Tender Submissions: 

Tenders should be submitted by 8th April 2013 in writing to Julie Nock, Development Officer, Ettrick and Yarrow Development 

Project, c/o Buccleuch Estates, Bowhill, Selkirk, TD7 5LS 

An electronic copy should also be sent to Julie Nock Julie@sup.org.uk 

These should be marked ‘The Ettrick Hydroelectric Feasibility’ 

This project is funded by LEADER and has a maximum budget of £6900 including VAT which cannot be exceeded.  

 

 

Person/Organisations Specification: 

The organisation/person will need to demonstrate the following in their tender submissions: 

Knowledge and experience of developing hydro projects to planning permissions 

Track record of working successfully with community groups 

Ability to effectively manage budgets and other resources 

mailto:Julie@sup.org.uk
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Good interpersonal and communication skills 

Ability & experience of preparing guidance documents 

 

 

Tender Presentations: 

Individuals/organisations are required to present the following information in their tender response: 

Demonstrate how the individual/organisations meet the person/organisation specifications and The Ettrick and Yarrow 

Development Projects requirements 

Include CVs of individuals who will be involved in the delivery of the contract 

Tendering organisations should have a single point of contact responsible for their development and this should be included in the 

response 

The organisation/individual will need to demonstrate how they intend to effectively manage the contract. This should include: 

A workplan detailing the approach to gathering, collating and incorporating information from different sources. Identification 

and management of any potential conflicts of interest. This should incorporate quality control and review at appropriate stages. 

Professional Liability insurance 

 

Reservations: 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Development Project is not obliged to: 

Award the tender to the lowest bidder 

Award the tender, should circumstances alter  

 

 Attachments:  

maps of the forest areas managed by the Forestry Commission and valleys boundary 
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Section 8:  Thanks 

This report brings my work in the valleys to a close. Over the last three years I have witnessed a huge transformation 
in Ettrick and Yarrow. Instead of looking back at what has been lost, the people of the valleys now look forward to 
what can be achieved. Throughout the “Revitalising the Ettrick and Yarrow Valleys Project” and the “Development 
Project” we have examined many of the long standing issues, inspiring the communities to embrace change and 
creating wide ranging opportunities. As a result, new groups have been formed, ideas progressed and possibilities 
investigated. There is direction, purpose and enthusiasm. People have come forward with energy and drive - the 
very things that are required to take Ettrick and Yarrow to the next stage.  

The valleys projects are inspirational examples of community empowerment. By giving people a helping hand and 
the resources to explore new ideas we can make significant and lasting changes and I feel that in this community, we 
have.    

 Here are a few of our success stories... 

In 2011 we started a Heating Oil Buying Group for local residents. To date, the group have purchased 
248,360lts of oil and collectively saved over £16,000 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Tourism Group meet monthly, have secured funds for a website and are raising funds 
for a reprint of the popular “Walks in the Ettrick and Yarrow Valleys” booklet that was printed last year. 

A feasibility study funded through Community Broadband Scotland is underway to look at broadband 
solutions for the upper Ettrick and Yarrow. It is hoped that this will point the way forward to resolving the 
connectivity issues in both valleys. 

The Ettrick and Yarrow Community Development Company are registered with Companies House, members 
of the Development Trust Association (Scotland) and have articles of association that conform to community 
right to buy legislation. The company have detailed plans and costs for eight projects that will allow them to 
write a business plan and begin the next phase of work in the valleys. 

The valleys facebook page has over 400 members and is used by the community to share events, ideas and 
news. 

A tremendous amount of help and support has been given along the way and I would like to thank the following 

people and organisations for their time, expertise and assistance throughout the Ettrick and Yarrow Development 

Project. In particular, I have to thank Buccleuch Estates who have given a home to both projects over the three year 

term. Buccleuch have provided access to a wide range of data, specialist knowledge and above all, a friendly and 

welcoming place to work. 

Scottish Borders LEADER Programme 

Lottery – Investing in Ideas 

Buccleuch Estates 

Southern Uplands Partnership 

Scottish Borders Council  

Ettrick and Yarrow Community Development Company 

Ettrick and Yarrow Tourism Group 
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Business Gateway 

Visit Scotland 

Forestry Commission Scotland 

Community Broadband Scotland 

 

Alison Lincoln 

Andrew Brough 

Andy Maybury 

Andy Miller 

Andy Wiseman 

Barbara Harrison 

Bill Coombes 

Brian Young 

Bridie Ashrowan 

Campbell McCall 

Carol Dumble 

Chris Trotman 

Colin McEwan 

Daphne Jackson 

David Burns 

David Langworth 

Douglas Scott 

Dr Geoff Freedman 

The Duke of Buccleuch 

and Queensberry 

Edward Morris 

Elizabeth Davidson 

George Jack 

Gilbert Summers 

Giles Etherington 

Gordon Harrison 

Helen Currie 

Isobel Brown 

James Oliver 

Jan Watson 

Jane Telfer 

Jeremy Snodgrass 

Jim Fraser 

Johanna Campbell 

John Mann 

Jules Horne 

Kate Pearson 

Katie McKinnon 

Keith Robeson 

Kevin MacLean 

Lawrence Robertson 

Leander Patterson 

Linda Jackson 

Lindsay Lewis 

Lindsey Menmuir 

Lord and Lady Steel 

Lynne Hume 

Margaret Davidson 

Mary Morrison 

Martin Andrews 

Neen Kelly 

Nick Forrest 

Ogilvie Jackson 

Paula McDonald 

Pete Laing 

Peter Leslie 

Phil McCreadie 

Pip Tabor 

Rab Wilson 

Richard Newman 

Robert Howden 

Robin Witchell 

Sandra Frizzel 

Sarah Peat 

Sheila Adams 

Sir Michael Strang 

Steel 

Stephen Dean 

Vicky Davidson 

Vyv Wood-Gee 

Wendy Reid

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julie Nock 

Southern Uplands Partnership 

December 2013 

 


